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HEADMASTER

Welcome to the Sixth Form at Kimbolton
I am delighted to introduce our Kimbolton School
Sixth Form Prospectus. As you will read over the
coming pages, the Sixth Form experience at
Kimbolton School is rich and rewarding. As long as
you are prepared to work, I can guarantee that the
results you will achieve in 2018 will be the best to
which you can personally aspire.
Just as importantly you will enjoy the vibrant life
and atmosphere of the Sixth Form, both in class
and in the extra-curricular ield. At Kimbolton we
are not interested in the ‘conveyor belt’ syndrome of
ticking off notches as the courses proceed. Instead,
we want your two Sixth Form years to be full of
excitement, challenges and, of course, hard work,
leaving indelibly positive and happy memories.

Should you wish to discuss any Sixth Form matter in greater detail, please do not hesitate to come and see me.
In the meantime, I wish you well with forthcoming examinations.

Jonathan Belbin
Headmaster
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HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

From the Head of Sixth Form
Life in the Sixth Form at Kimbolton School is full of
opportunities and challenges. Unlike other schools,
there are no restrictions as to what combination of
subjects to select. You can choose what is right for
you in order to take full control of your academic
destiny.
At Kimbolton we are proud of the good rapport
between Sixth Formers and teachers, sustained
through a seminar approach in many lessons and
through a vast array of new opportunities available
both in extra-curricular activities and in preparation
for university life.
There are around 100 students in each year of the
Sixth Form, enough to offer a good choice of new
subjects: Economics, Business Studies, Physical Education, Politics, and Critical and Contextual Studies in Art. You
will also have a wide range of activities and a variety of friends but we are not so large that individuals become just
“another” student. Class sizes are small, usually 8 to 12, and we are fortunate in the very high calibre of teaching
staff and excellent facilities centred on the Castle as the Sixth Form core.
New activities range from opportunities to see the literary heritage of Edinburgh, visiting Russia at a very exciting
point in its history, to the annual exchange with Bridgewater Raritan High School in New Jersey and the chance to
form your own company in the Young Enterprise Scheme. Kimbolton Sixth Formers have won national recognition in
events as diverse as canoeing and debating.
A lively set of social events centres around the Sixth Form Club, culminating in the Summer Ball. There is a real sense
of camaraderie at Kimbolton as seen by the lifetime friendships established here that continue through the thriving
OKs Association.
At Kimbolton we have an excellent record of A level success and our guidance team of tutors and university advisors
is on hand to ease the pathway beyond 18 by a detailed programme of support, including arranged visits, personal
statement advice and mock interviews.
Our students are our ambassadors. We believe that the Kimbolton experience provides enrichment in terms of
academic qualiications and in the wider ield of fostering cultural and social awareness and in developing leadership
skills.

Andrew Bamford, Head of Sixth Form
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In the Sixth Form you have the opportunity to specialise with your academic work by taking three A Level subjects
over two years. The choice of subjects is wider than at GCSE with new subjects but crucially, you will be studying all
subjects at a higher level and in a different way from GCSE. A Level teaching is in small groups with an emphasis on
stretching and challenging pupils in ways not possible at GCSE. You will have more lessons and study in more depth,
building your subject knowledge and understanding through the Lower and Upper Sixth. You will be expected to have
a genuine interest and commitment to your studies and a willingness to read books, magazines and articles about
your subjects. This is the key to success and enjoying the courses. Teachers and examiners look for the students
who are prepared and motivated to extend themselves intellectually, whatever their GCSE results. There are also
numerous subject related trips that offer opportunities for academic enrichment as part of the sixth form and preuniversity experience.

The New A Level Structure for 2016.
Changes to the A Level system began in September 2015 and there will be two different A Level structures depending
on the subject taken. Most subjects will be linear with all exams taken at the end of the two year course to make up
the A Level result. Some subjects will stay modular (as now) with AS exams sat in summer term L6th (resits possible
in summer term U6th) making up half of the A Level result overall with the A2 exams sat in the summer term U6th.
The inal result and grades for linear or modular A Levels have the same status and value for university entry.

STUDYING IN THE SIXTH FORM

Studying in the Sixth Form

Linear A Levels 2016-18: Art, Art: Critical & Contextual Studies, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Drama,
Economics, English Lang. & Lit., English Lit., French, Geography, History, Music, Photography, Physics, Physical
Education, Spanish.

Modular A Levels 2016-18: Design Technology, Food & Nutrition, Further Maths, Maths, Politics.
This means that, depending on your options choices, you may be sitting a combination of A Level structures with
exams at different times during their Sixth Form. It depends on the combination of your three subject choices.
In your L6th year you will sit your summer exams (internal or external) before continuing in the Upper Sixth to
complete your A Level. The L6th exams (internal or external) are important in determining the predicted grades used
for university applications. In the U6th you will study your chosen subjects in even greater depth, detail and analytical
rigour as you academically mature. This is the academic ‘bridge’ between school and university level study where
you have to take on more responsibility for your own work, using private study periods, reading and developing your
research and study skills. The Sixth Form is an exciting opportunity to specialise and extend your academic horizons
beyond GCSE. It is challenging for sure, but also very rewarding as you develop your thinking to a higher level. It is
very warming for us as teachers to see the personal and intellectual maturing of students during these two years.

Choosing your A Level Options
When entering the Sixth Form your aim is to build up a portfolio of qualiications and achievements for your CV that
you will take through your life beyond school into university or work. The menu of A Level subjects is as follows:
Art, Art (Photography), Art Critical and Contextual, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Design &
Technology, Drama & Theatre Studies, Economics, English Language & Literature, English Literature,
Food and Nutrition, French, Geography, History, Maths, Further Maths, Music, Physical Education,
Physics, Politics, Spanish.
You will need to choose three subjects from the list and a reserve subject. In making your choices you should
3
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STUDYING IN THE SIXTH FORM

think about what interests you as you need to be committed and enthusiastic in your studies. This will help you get
the best possible grades. You should also consider any requirements for career or university course plans such as
medicine. You should ask teaching staff and fellow pupils about what the various courses involve. You need to make
an informed choice, bearing in mind your interests, ambitions and abilities. It may be a tricky decision but discussing
your ideas with teaching staff, tutors and parents will help you get it right. This Sixth Form Guide summarises all of
the courses and individual departments will provide more detail in their own literature. University and careers advice
is also available from Mrs Bates, Head of Careers.
In addition to these main subjects, some Sixth Formers opt to take an Extended Project Qualiication. This
involves a signiicant piece of independent research outside the main curriculum spread between November and
October between Lower and Upper Sixth years.
For sixth formers looking at applications to Oxford or Cambridge universities there are classes to prepare you for
Oxbridge entry. This is an opportunity to stretch yourself academically and range far beyond the A level speciication.
Both the Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth also have the opportunity on a Thursday afternoon to continue their involvement
in the CCF or CSU or take up one of our numerous Extension Studies courses.
Both Lower and Upper Sixth have a ‘Citizenship’ programme of lectures and talks that cover a broad range of issues,
aiming to broaden horizons, challenge thinking and help you prepare for university and life beyond school.
For both Sixth Form years the Games afternoon and Private Study periods make up the rest of your timetable.

Private Study
Being in the Sixth Form means having private study time to do some of the work and research for your A Level
subjects. You will have a longer period of time to complete your work assignments, typically one week to ten days
for major assignments/essays. To help with this and prepare for university most pupils will have 4 periods of private
study in the Lower Sixth and 5 periods in the Upper Sixth. There are two work rooms with computers in the Castle
for Sixth Form use only as well as the Library with excellent resources, or you can work in departmental areas.
Organising your time and working independently is a key part of Sixth Form life and a vital preparation for the
university courses most of you will go on to study. Teachers and tutors will be there to help if needed. As you work
your way through the Lower and Upper Sixth you take more responsibility for your do for yourself.

Homework
Sixth Form work is more focussed, in depth and demanding than GCSE but you are given longer to get it done.
Usually, assignments are set by each teacher on a weekly basis and are marked to examination standards from the
start. Researching, reading books, magazines and articles are all part of working independently. Working alongside
your teachers, who will help you through any problems with your work, is part and parcel of A Level studying.

iPads and the Digital School
Kimbolton is a Digital School with the use of digital learning a core feature of school life and a complement to
our traditional teaching methods. This involves wi-i connectivity across campus, technology in classrooms, online
courses and resources and the introduction of iPads for pupils. A Level courses are online via iTunesU or Moodle
(the school VLE) and digital learning will be an integral feature of personal learning, organisation and work in the
Sixth Form. iPads are a required item for all Sixth Form students and can be on ‘Bring Your Own Device’ or lease-buy
scheme arrangement. Students need to complete the School iPad Acceptable Usage Agreement and register with
the school device management system. Details of iPads at Kimbolton, FAQs and the lease-buy scheme are sent out
to parents in the summer term each year and are available on the school website.
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

Kimbolton Castle is the site of the Common Room area. This includes a computer suite for private study, a reading
area with sofas, central seating area with TVs plus a bright kitchen area. This is supplemented by the Sixth Form Club
area with pool table and bar which is used for the popular social events held throughout the school year. A second
work room is also available in the upper rooms of the Castle.

The Sixth Form Committee
Getting involved in running your Sixth Form is part of the Kimbolton ethos. We want to know what Sixth Formers
think, to encourage suggestions, debate ideas and discuss your proposals for change. An elected committee meets
regularly with the Head of Sixth Form to discuss Sixth Form issues with an open agenda. There are also Sixth Form
Forums with the Head of Sixth Form to discuss and air suggestions from both Sixth Form years as a whole.

SIXTH FORM LIFE

The Sixth Form Common Room

Houses & Tutors
The Houses continue to be the focus for your tutorial groups and the House competition events but as a Sixth Former
you will have the opportunity to take the lead in house events and take responsibility regarding junior pupils. Tutor
groups are smaller in the Sixth Form and your tutor will help with all aspects of your Sixth Form career. One part of
Sixth Form tutoring is individual meeting and discussion of target setting in your academic work and extra curricular
activities. The Head of Sixth Form, Mr Bamford, is also there to lead and help you to get the best and broadest
experience and involvement from your Sixth Form years.

Vanbrugh Library
The Vanbrugh Library offers all Sixth Form students an ideal space for study as well as access to a wide range of
resources including over 11,000 books and ebooks, 50 periodicals, resource folders, DVDs, etc. All 14,000 items
are fully indexed within Access-It, the library catalogue, which can be searched remotely via the school intranet.
Subscription-based websites include NewsStand, Oxford Art and Music Online, History Today, and Which?, along with
a range of other up-to-date resources that help students consolidate their learning outside of lessons. Advice and
guidance in your research is available at all times from the librarians with additional support offered via Moodle.
The library is open for one week during the Easter holidays for revision. Dates are published in the school calendar.
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Social Events
The Sixth Form Club is the centre of social life and events during the year. Regular events put on include the annual
barbecue, the Christmas themed party, quiz night, ilm nights, music nights and the spectacular end of year Summer
Ball. The Club helps to bring both year groups together and provides many memorable moments recorded in the
Upper Sixth Leavers’ Year Book produced in the summer term. Getting involved through the social side of Sixth Form
life helps make the Kimbolton Sixth Form tick.

Boarding at Kimbolton is very lexible.
We have:
The Full Boarder
The Weekly Boarder (5 nights a week)
The Flexi Boarder (who perhaps does one or two nights
a week, when matches or play rehearsals return late).
or
The Occasional Boarder (who stays every now and again).

Boarders Frizbee match

www.kimbolton.cambs.
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Being a Sixth Form boarder at Kimbolton School is different from just being a student, whilst spending most of your
day studying in school, whether it be Science or Art, the boarding houses offer a fun and caring atmosphere once
the school day has come to an end.
The fact that houses are not within the School campus, both being only a short but pleasant walk down the High St,
means that you can relax in a non-curricular environment allowing you to have great times with your friends, who
soon begin to feel like your “brothers or sisters”. You could say that because White House and Kim House are small
this adds to the cosy atmosphere; for example Made in Chelsea seems to be a compulsive watch for all boarders!
However, it is not just the boarders that create this ambience but also those who are constantly there for us whatever
the problem, with Mrs Stokes as Housemistress for White House and Mr Garland the Housemaster of Kim House.
Dee or Mandy the House Matrons and Ms Kennedy or Mr Bradshaw the live-in members of staff are always happy
to talk and help with any issues, emphasising how White House or Kim House for us can also be seen as a “second
family”. There are also lots of events which we all get involved in, including Inter-House Ultimate Frisbee, Sixth Form
meals, such as our recent Garden party themed meal, and carol singing, where we raised money for a local charity
at Christmas.

SIXTH FORM BOARDING

How fun is boarding???

For us boarding does not only offer the fun aspects such as shopping in London, West End shows, go-karting or
indoor skiing on the weekends and the fun activities such as “movie night” and “pizza night” during the week, but
also a cohesive structure, with prep times being from 7-8.30 for the younger years and 7-9 for the senior years. This
allows time for work to be done and with so many different subjects and ages; so the older years are always willing
to help with whatever the younger years challenge them with.

Relaxing back at the boarding house

Sixth Form Boarders at an end of term formal meal
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My time at Kimbolton has been about much more than giving me the necessary qualiications to ensure I am
prepared for the next chapter in my life. It has been about extending my
education beyond a classroom by making the most of the opportunities that
Kimbolton had to offer.
In the two years that I have attended Kimbolton I have broadened my
historical knowledge of Russia with a visit in my Lower Sixth year and I was
also lucky enough to take part in the American Exchange programme. The
American Exchange not only enabled me to develop strong relationships with
those across the globe, but it also assisted me with my study of American
politics in the Upper Sixth.
Being new to the Sixth Form was quite a daunting prospect, however, my
worries were soon put aside due to the welcoming nature of the school and
the phone call I received in the weeks running up to arrival from my form
tutor to check I had everything I needed and answer any queries.
I have loved every second I have spent at Kimbolton; the opportunities it has offered me and the family-orientated
atmosphere makes the school what it is. When joining in 2011, I would have never have believed that I would be
moving to Leeds University next week to study Politics, but Kimbolton has enabled me to do this with conidence
and has set me up perfectly for the next chapter in my life.
Ellie Rose Fletcher

“Kimbolton Sixth form has offered me opportunities and the chance to achieve things that I had never dreamed of.
The vast range of clubs and activities is almost beyond measure. The teachers and pupils along with the rest of
the Kimbolton family really pull as one and that is most felt in the sixth form; be it inside the classroom or outside,
academic or extra-curricular. One never has far to look for a new challenge awaiting or guidance for one that is
underway.”
James Ellison

“As a new person to the sixth form I was at irst a bit scared of having to make new friends and of getting lost around
the school. However within in the irst week, I felt very at home mainly because of the people that are here. You
often hear the cheesy line of ‘our school is like a family’ and but I guess it is true, because not only do you have your
best friends here but also the annoying sister, who you actually like, and the bossy parents who are only trying to
help you achieve your best.”
Findlay Lohar Self

www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

9

www.kimbolton.cambs.
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk
sch.uk

ART

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A Level Art and DesignFine Art (7202)
Photography (7206)

Component 1: Personal
Investigation (60% of
A Level) which includes
3000 word essay.
Component 2:
Externally-set
assignment (40% of A
Level) - to be completed
in Feb to May of Upper
Sixth Year.

Both the Fine Art and Photography courses are linear A levels. The lower sixth year
is based around breadth of study and the development of skills. We aim to develop
a student's practical skills, aesthetic understanding and critical judgement. We do this
through workshop style teaching, encouraging independent research and gallery visits.
The upper sixth year aims to develop an individual’s understanding and appreciation of
their own creative thoughts and skills, as well as an interaction with art through visits,
tutorials and workshops.
Fine Art students will be introduced to at least two artistic disciplines, such as painting,
printmaking or sculpture. Painting and drawing are taught with the emphasis on
observational skills, with reference to markmaking through print making and life drawing
sessions. Within Photography, camera craft is an essential skill taught throughout and
all Photography students must
own their own DSLR camera.
There is a 60% coursework
element within the course,
based around open ended
themes such as: ‘Place and
Space’ or ‘Image and Identity’.
The exam unit, completed in
the upper sixth, is set by the
board and builds on the skills
already gained through the
coursework units.

Burwell House, Art Weekender

01480 862237
ldb@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
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It is essential that students
become personally involved in the subject and further their interests by independently
visiting art galleries. We try to encourage this by organising visits to London exhibitions,
trips to important cultural centres in Europe and an annual residential trip to Burwell
House. This is a long weekend of practical art sessions and as it takes place in late
September, it helps to kick start all of the A level projects.
For many years there has been a steady stream of Kimbolton students pursuing careers
in the visual arts, usually ine art, graphics, fashion or architecture. Places are won at
prestigious institutions, on a yearly basis.

Component 1: Personal
Investigation in to Art
Theory (60% of A Level,
includes 3000 word
essay)

February Half Term Trip to Paris
Critical and Contextual Studies is an academic subject and it does not require any
practical art skills - and although they can be a useful addition to approaches of analysis,
increasingly students are studying the subject with no artistic background. The diversity
of the course content can be relevant to students studying virtually any other subject, but
is particularly appropriate to Art, English, History and foreign languages.
Most students’ experience of art analysis up to the Sixth Form will have been through
their practical experience of studying Art and being required to, at GCSE, refer to the
work of other artists to support their own ideas. These skills are useful to build on in the
study of this course, but not essential. The A level is linear and in the lower sixth students
study works of Art that contain a narrative. They explore the imagery and unravel the
story behind the piece. In the upper sixth they build on this early research to develop
their own area of study. The most essential skill that is developed is the ability to analyse
artwork. This entails asking questions, such as: Who produced it? How was it made? Why
does it look the way it does? Students will be using Art History knowledge to put artists
and their work in to context, as well as analysing the concepts and stories behind the art
pieces. It is a fascinating, broad and complex subject.

Component 2: Externally
set assignment (40% of
A Level) - to be
completed in Feb to May
of Upper Sixth Year.

ART: CRITICAL & CONTEXTUAL STUDIES

Awarding Body: OCR
Course Title and Code
A Level Art and Design:
Critical & Contextual
Studies (H606)

The course is 50% coursework in the form of written and illustrated or practical projects.
There is also an exam, prepared for over a period of 10 weeks and executed in timed
conditions, with notes. Questions are set by the board and range from ‘How did Primitive
Art affect the work of Henry Moore?’ to ‘Design a centre piece for the foyer of an art
gallery’.
Students are expected to read widely around the subject and independently visit art
galleries. We hope to encourage this by organising visits to current exhibitions and trips
to important artistic centres in Europe. In the last three years there have been art trips
to Paris, Florence and Venice, in February half term. This regular trip conicides neatly
with the publication of the exam paper for both Art and Critical & Contextual studies. It
enables students to see artwork irst hand and many ind it inspirational.
Each year many of our students go on to university to study History of Art and many
alumni are now following careers in this ield.

01480 862237
ldb@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
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BIOLOGY

Awarding Body: Edexcel
Course Title and Code
A Level Biology A
(Salters-Nufield)
9BN0

A Level Biology is an exciting subject which builds on the concepts and skills developed at
GCSE, presenting the subject as relevant and challenging. It also emphasises the way in
which scientists work and the contributions of science to modern society.

Paper 2 – Energy,
Exercise and Coordination

The department’s four dedicated laboratories are extremely well equipped for the delivery
of practical work, an important aspect of the new A level courses. The students are also
supported by excellent online resources and the introduction of iPads has hugely increased
the potential for independent study and wider research.
The Lower Sixth course includes topics which will be familiar to students from their GCSE
studies. These are studied in more detail and offer fascinating insights into important
issues such as the causes of disease. Other topics include the structure of DNA and the
use of microscopes.

Paper 3 – General and
Practical Applications in
Biology (also includes
questions based on a
pre-release article

In the Upper Sixth students expand their knowledge and understanding of biology by
studying a wide range of topics such as DNA proiling, the circulatory system, the brain and
a range of medical techniques including keyhole surgery and the use of MRI scanners. The
course promotes students’ skills in solving scientiic problems and is excellent preparation
for those considering studying related courses at university, including medicine.

Paper 1 – The Natural
Environment and
Species Survival

As a Sixth Form course, Biology works especially well alongside chemistry, mathematics,
physics, geography and PE. We recommend that prospective A level students should have
at least an A grade in GCSE biology or science and it is helpful if this is supported by a
similar grade in mathematics.
A number of our students go on to study medicine, veterinary science and dentistry at
top universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. Our students have also been successful
beyond the classroom in the British Biology Olympiad, organised by the Society of Biology.
Biology is interesting, exciting, constantly changing and always challenging!
Eight of our Sixth
Form students gained
excellent results in
The British Biology
Olympiad Competition.
One Sixth Form
student’s performance
placed her in the
top 3.5% of Biology
students nationally.

01480 862238
ajt@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
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Dr Treharne and Kimbolton Students recieving their awards in London

Practically in Business you will learn how to:
•
•
•
•

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A-level Business
7132

Paper 1: 15 multiple
choice questions, short
answer questions and
an essay.
Paper 2: 3 data
response questions.

BUSINESS STUDIES

If you are ever going to work in a company, invest or manage others then Business Studies
will prove extremely useful. It involves forming and justifying opinions on strategies and
future trends, so prepares you for management positions in organisations.
At Kimbolton the subject is taught using real examples of current businesses, role play
and discussion of topical issues appearing in the news. A weekly news sheet looks at
current issues and stories from the sublimely powerful like Apple, to the ridiculous, like
sheep-poo-paper. Businesses range from fashion to football, chocolate to cars, guitars
to groceries so current lifestyles and trends are examined through the course. There are
visits to real businesses to see principles in operation irst hand.
Successes and failures are analysed so that you can avoid mistakes and get a step ahead
of others on the career ladder.

Paper 3: Questions on a
case study.

Generate business ideas, set up and run your own business.
Understand the psychology behind motivating and managing others.
Construct a convincing business plan
Manage your career, devise and defend strategies to run your business.

There is also the opportunity to participate in Young Enterprise to practise these skills,
earn a little income and reinforce the key business concepts.
Academically Business A level considers issues such as:
•
Do world forces such as Chinese competitiveness threaten UK jobs?
•
Does the Internet threaten the survival of the high street?
•
Have some irms become too powerful? E.g. Eon
•
Can UK irms be a force for good, ethically and environmentally?

Business Studies gives insight to a myriad of careers while examining the world.

01480 862219
Students at a lecture in Cadbury World

13

jrs@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

CHEMISTRY

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A Level Chemistry
(7405)
Paper 1: Physical
chemistry topics:
inorganic chemistry
including relevant
practical skills (2 hour
exam), 35% of A-level;
Paper 2: Physical
chemistry topics:
organic chemistry
including relevant
practical skills (2 hour
exam), 35% of A-level;
Paper 3: Any content,
any practical skills (2
hour exam), 30% of
A-level.

A-level Chemistry is a challenging but immensely enjoyable subject that develops the basic
theories laid down in the GCSE course and explains them in more detail. It is essential for
entry into several University courses including the Chemical Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Science and related sciences such as Pharmacy. Even for those not considering
a career path in these areas Chemistry, as a discipline in its own right, is respected by
many employers because it requires dedication and logical thought processing - qualities
attractive to any employer.
The lessons in both the Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth years will comprise of experimental
work, question and answer sessions and note taking, leading to the development and
extension of basic chemical theories. These theories will then be used to explain other
observed phenomena. The use of iPads is now giving access to a rapidly growing range
of apps and resources, hugely increasing the potential for independent study and wider
research.
Experimental work is an integral part of the course. It will be used to develop speciic
practical skills such as planning, observing, analysing and drawing conclusions. Practical
work will be used to introduce new ideas or to enforce the key points being covered at
that point in the course and to enhance the learning process.
The material covered in the Lower Sixth year is mainly qualitative in nature and linked to
the material covered in the GCSE courses. Many of the topics will be familiar, but in each
case the theories and knowledge are taken to a higher level, helping to explain some of
the loose ends left from the GCSE courses. The fascinating and hugely important area of
Organic Chemistry is investigated in more detail.
In the Upper Sixth year the course takes on a more quantitative
approach. The mathematical nature of the subject is explored in
more detail in topics such as Chemical Equilibria and Reaction
Kinetics. The study of Organic Chemistry continues and leads to
students being able to analyse synthetic problems typical of today’s
pharmaceutical industry. For those who wish to study Chemistry at
university this is an introduction to the fascinating world of drug
design and manufacture.
The course consists of two exams in the Lower Sixth and three
exams sat in the Upper Sixth. The practical endorsement is
performed internally throughout the course.

Winners in Chemistry Olympiad

01480 862047
ecd@kimbolton.
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There are also opportunities to compete in national and potentially
international competitions. The Lower Sixth take part in the Cambridge Chemistry
Challenge and the Upper Sixth have the opportunity to compete in the RSC Chemistry
Olympiad.
Candidates wishing to take the course should gain a high grade (A/A*) in GCSE Chemistry
or Science and ideally this should be supported by a comparable grade in Maths but we
do not prevent any pupil with lower grades who gain access to the Sixth Form from taking
the subject.

Skills such as creativity, freehand drawing and practical techniques remain a core feature
of the subject alongside CAD and CAM. The Lower Sixth follow a programme of stimulating
design and make assignments while the Upper Sixth design and make a single product
of their choice, with the focus towards a prototype that could be developed into a
commercially viable product; they are also responsible for the planning, management
and manufacture of a group project to encourage and experience teamwork. Students
will have the opportunity to gain new skills, to improve existing ones gained from
earlier study in Resistant Materials or Graphic Products and move towards designing
and making in a real life context. If you enjoy the challenges of managing motivating
coursework over a period of time, then Product Design will offer the freedom to work to
your strengths and interests.
This subject has a natural progression into degree courses such as Industrial Design,
Product Design, Automotive Design, Graphic Design, Engineering, Architecture,
Manufacturing and Construction. The creative thinking, problem solving skills and project
management skills developed in D&T are widely valued in a variety of other degree
courses.

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
Design Technology,
Product Design 3D
AS/A2 codes
AS 1551 / A2 2551
AS
Unit 1 PROD 1
Materials, Components
and applications
Unit 2 PROD 2
Learning through
Designing and Making
A2
Unit 3 PROD 3
Design and Manufacture
Unit 4 PROD 4
Design and Making

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN 3D

3D Product Design is about developing practical solutions to everyday problems. The
course will enhance your creative skills as well as sharpen your understanding of how
technological advances inluence the design of products. You will have the opportunity
to gain a greater understanding of the commercial world of designing and making, of the
options and opportunities that are open to designers and of the dificult choices they are
faced with. Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) will
form an increasingly important part of your work in the Sixth Form. CAD will offer you
the opportunity to try out ideas quickly and realistically on screen. CAM has the facility
to produce work to a high standard of repeatable accuracy, enabling you to make high
quality objects.

To take this course it is expected and advisable that you will have studied a D&T GCSE
subject and gained at least a grade B. The desire to be creative and innovative, and to
think beyond the obvious whilst displaying plenty of initiative and self-motivation are
some of the key qualities for success in Product Design.
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DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES

These are Linear A Level
courses, being taught
for the irst time in 2016
At time of printing this
speciication was in draft
form only.
Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.

Drama and Theatre Studies is an A Level which looks at the way theatre embraces the
world around us, exploring through practical means human nature and society’s attitudes.
It is a subject designed for students with a genuine interest in theatre as an art form and
a desire to create and perform. The A Level offers a broad, coherent and rigorous course
of study, with the aim to inspire creativity in students.
During the A Level you will be required to:
•
Study a range of texts, including 2 complete performance texts, which will
represent a range of social, historical and cultural contexts
•
Participate in a minimum of 2 performances, one devised and one from a
performance text, which you have studied
•
Study two inluential theatre practitioners
This is a Linear A level course, being taught for the irst time in 2016. At the time of printing this syllabus was in draft form only. Further details of this course are now available.
Please scan the QR code below or visit the School website.
We encourage independent engagement with the subject asking students to further their
interests and passions by reading reviews, criticism and visiting the theatre. We promote
this by organising theatre trips and workshops with professional practitioners. Students
need to be reliable, and hardworking and prepared to commit themselves to rehearsals,
which can take place outside lesson time. To have had some acting experience is helpful,
alongside a good grade in GCSE English Literature and/or GCSE Drama.
Throughout the years there have been many Kimboltonians who have gone onto to study
Drama at university either as a discrete subject or as a combination degree including Drama with Music, Performing Arts, Musical Theatre or English. The skills developed will be
invaluable to anyone with a career in theatre, media, journalism or therapies/psychology
utilising the Arts. Alongside this it is a critical A Level, which complements degrees in any
of the Arts, Humanities and English.
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Economics involves the study of:
•
How prices are set e.g. wages, housing.
•
Why some markets fail e.g. No irms offer pregnancy insurance.
•
How some nations have become richer than others.
•
How global shocks spread to different economies.
•
How Government policies such as tax rates are set and how they affect
unemployment, inlation etc.
•
The current economic climate e.g. Why has the UK economy bounced back?

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A Level Economics
(7136)

Paper 1: Markets and
Market Failure (2 hour
exam)

ECONOMICS

Economists examine why people behave as they do and how to inluence individual’s
actions to make the world a better place. This can justify e.g. high petrol taxes and
age limits on alcohol consumption. Economists also examine inancial issues affecting
the nation such as the conduct of the banks and ways to generate growth of national
income. World issues such as the inancial crisis and the obesity epidemic are considered
and policy solutions proposed. Maximising the standard of living involves consideration
of both income and non-material aspects such as leisure time, health, crime and the
environment. Economics will help explain key world events such as the Eurozone crisis,
global warming and reasons for changes in oil prices.

Paper 2: National and
International Economy
(2 hour exam)
Paper 3: Economic
Principles and Issues (2
hour exam)

Economics at Kimbolton includes:
•
Discussion of current affairs e.g. Will the Euro break up?
•
Use of puzzles to engage and develop logical thinking e.g. Why is a child as
likely to pick a good share as an expert?
•
Trips to key institutions e.g. Bank of England & Lloyds of London

The study of economics will require students to be aware of current issues our nation
faces, to be able to express an opinion and justify it with a logical argument. For A
level Economics it is not necessary to be strong at mathematics, although the ability to
spot patterns is helpful. Economics is a highly respected academic A level and sheds a
fascinating beacon of light on the way society is organised and individuals behave.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A Level English Literature
(7712)
Unit One: Love through
the Ages Shakespeare,
poetry and novel (3
hour exam)
Unit Two: Texts in
Shared Contexts. Either
World War One and its
Aftermath or Modern
Times (2 hour 30 minute
exam)
Unit Three: Independent
Critical Study Coursework essay comparing
two texts.

Awarding Body: OCR
Course Title and Code
A Level English Language
and Literature (H474)
Unit One: Exploring
non-iction and spoken
texts using anthology of
material (1 hour exam)
Unit Two: The language
of poetry and plays (2
hour exam)
Unit Three: Reading as
a writer, writing as a
reader (2 hour exam including creative writing)
Unit Four: Independent
Study Coursework mixture of analytical and
creative.

01480 862217
skp@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

English Literature
What is it?
English Literature is, as the name suggests, the study of literary texts written in English.
Your job, as a student of the subject, will be to analyse a variety of works from different
time periods and make intelligent comments about their style and content.
What will I study?
You will study about ten books in total, from Chaucer and Shakespeare to Colm Toibin in
the Twenty First Century. Your reading will cover Poetry, Drama and Prose.
How will I be taught?
You will be taught in groups which sit at a table and discuss. The idea is that you learn
from each other as well as from your teacher; each person in the room is, therefore,
both teacher and learner.
How will I be assessed?
You will do coursework as part of the full A level and this is worth 20%. The rest of the
exam will be examined and will include work on texts you have studied as well as writing
on texts you have never read before.
What else is involved?
We take you to the theatre where possible and run trips to London and Dorset amongst
other places. We also have regular visitors to the school to enrich your studies.
Do I need to love reading? - Yes!
English Language and Literature
What is it?
The combined Language and Literature course does what it says; it combines the study
of Literature with the study of Language. You will read a variety of texts, both literary and
non-literary and you will write in a variety of styles.
What sort of books will I read?
A variety! On top of short extracts from newspapers journals etc you will read a collection
of poetry, a novel and a play. The choice is wide but may include Shakespeare.
What will I write?
You will write analytical essays on both the books you have read as well as the articles
and other non-iction sources. There will also be the chance to write creatively, using a
variety of styles.
What new skills are involved?
You will learn a whole new analytical vocabulary as you are taught how to analyse
language. When you look at a text you will study its themes but will pay particular
attention to the way it is constructed. You will look at word choice, syntactical features
and the connotations of the way the writer presents the ideas, including exploring society’s
attitudes to language.
What GCSEs do I need?
You need to have secured at least a C in both English Language and English Literature,
but to do well we would expect you to have higher grades.
Do universities like the subject?
Yes! But, if you plan to read English at university it is probably not the best preparation
and you should also consider the Literature course. Having said that, students have been
accepted on English courses at Newcastle, Surrey and Nottingham recently following
success at Language and Literature, as well as receiving offers from prestigious courses
to study Creative Writing

The course aims to encourage candidates to:
~ develop and apply knowledge, understanding and skills to meet human need in a
broad range of activities.
~ develop an awareness of the management of resources to meet an identiied
human need in a diverse and ever-changing society, including values issues.
~ take account of rapid technological changes and the growth of scientiic
knowledge and understanding.
~ critically evaluate evidence to justify informed decisions.
~ use information and communications technology (ICT) where appropriate.
~ develop innovative, creative and original ideas through active investigations.
~ make use of their wider knowledge and understanding.
Past students have enjoyed the subject content and have found many of the areas
stimulating and thought-provoking. We are lucky enough to have excellent contacts
with Waitrose and Hotel Chocolat, to assist in the teaching of product development
and current developments in the food industry. We have also been lucky enough
to get previous students work experience at the Huntingdon site of Hotel Chocolat.

Awarding Body: OCR
Course Title and Code
GCE Home Economics
(Food, Nutrition and
Health) H111
AS
Unit 1 G001:
Society and Health
Unit 2 G002:
Resource Management
A2
Unit 3 G003:
Invesigative Study
Unit 4 G004:
Nutrition and Food
Production

FOOD, NUTRITION AND HEALTH

Home Economics A Level is an interesting, up to date and varied academic subject.
It involves a large number of transferable and interactive skills such as market
research, sensory evaluation, analytical technique and a wealth of other important
life skills.

The subject has a good cross-curricular bias and blends well with
a number of other A Level subjects. The Food and Nutrition side
complements both Chemistry and Biology whilst the Sociology/
Consumerism relates well to Business Studies, Geography and
History.
As with any other A Level subject, Home Economics can open the
door to a vast number of Degree Courses. It should be borne in mind
that the Food Industry, Hospitality Industry and Hotel Management
are all the fastest growing job providers in the UK. The speciication,
therefore, provides a suitable foundation for the study of academic
or vocational courses in higher education, including careers in Food
Technology, Nutritional Science, Sports Science and Diet, Consumer
Protection, and Food Retail and Manufacture.
Home Economics does not have to be limited to the Food Industry
since students have gone on to study Journalism, Sociology,
Microbiology, Biochemistry, Dietetics and Advertising – all of which
lead on to interesting careers at home and abroad.
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FRENCH

These are Linear A Level
courses, being taught
for the irst time in 2016
At time of printing this
speciication was in draft
form only.
Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.

There has not been a more exciting time in recent years to study a foreign language.
At Kimbolton School, we aim to enthuse the students studying French and ensure that
they excel in terms of examination results, but enjoy the rigorous, yet fulilling linguistic
and cultural experiences. The French Department is delighted by its examination success
(87% A*/A/ B over the last three years), as well as the growing numbers of students who
opt to read the subject at university.
Furthermore, students opting for French have the opportunity of staying in Paris as part
of a cultural experience (visits include art galleries, Assemblée Nationale, Matignon) as
well as participating in a regular Joutes Oratoires (debating) forum. There is also the
opportunity of extra study for those applying to read French at Oxford or Cambridge.
How many of our top government, industry, commercial or legal leaders can conduct an
interview in a foreign tongue? The French Department is proud of the linguistic competency
of its A level students. There is a very strong emphasis on sound grammatical principles,
weekly one-to-one Speaking classes with a French assistant(e), and regular exposure to
French current affairs through newspapers, television, or radio, thanks to the presence
of new technology and Apps that facilitate learning and create a more Gallic ambiance.
Students are expected to listen to and read French outside of the classroom. In addition,
speaking and writing skills are honed to ensure authenticity and accuracy.

Current topics include Media, Education, or Transport, and Immigration, Environment,
or Politics. Lessons are conducted in French and students are encouraged to work in
groups or autonomously, in order to develop sound research skills. Presentations are
also delivered, particularly in preparation for the Speaking examination Special Topic (for
example, Reforms in the Hollande government, Unemployment in France, or Nuclear
Energy. At the end of the Lower Sixth year, there is a special study on the France Algeria
crisis of the 1950s and 1960s.
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In conclusion, students leave the course luent, stimulated, and zealous to continue their
language studies or employ French in a work environment. Employers and universities are
keen to attract good linguists, as such people possess transferable and strong analytical
skills. French may be studied as a stand-alone subject or as an adjunct, and it is perfectly
suited to those individuals considering Law, a business-related degree, indeed myriad
other specialisms. Finally, the latest research from the University of Edinburgh shows
that bilingualism, even when acquired in adulthood, beneits the ageing brain, and offers
signiicantly better cognitive abilities in intelligence and reading tests.

These are Linear A Level
courses, being taught
for the irst time in 2016
At time of printing this
speciication was in draft
form only.

GEOGRAPHY

Geography is a lexible subject that may be classiied as an Art, a Science or as a Social
Science so it combines and complements many other A level subjects. It is a very popular
Sixth
Form option and provides a broad academic base for many university courses and careers.
Geography graduates have entered a variety of professions as diverse as environmental
management, weather reporting, overseas aid work, journalism, tourism, surveying,
planning, publishing, law, teaching and banking.
The AQA AS Geography course provides a balance between both Physical and Human
Geography taught by four specialist teachers. A wide variety of topics are covered
including:
Water and carbon cycles, coasts or desert environments, globalisation and Urban
environments.
There is a ieldwork requirement for both AS or A Level Geography and consequently
students are expected to attend ieldwork days and have the opportunity to attend a
residential
course in October to Iceland.
The majority of students decide to continue their Sixth Form Geography by completing
the full A level course in the Upper Sixth. Topics taught in this inal year include: Hazards,
Cold environments, Population and environments along with an in depth study of two
contrasting places one local and one overseas. Students are expected to develop skills such
as note taking, essay writing, argument development and ieldwork techniques. Fieldwork,
extended research and writing are important skills for a geographer and consequently the
exam board requires A Level students to undertake their own an individual Geographical
investigation on a topic of their choice, related to the speciication. Students must conduct
their own ieldwork and research culminating in piece of work of approximately 4,000
words, worth 20% of the inal A Level. The Geography department supports and advises
students throughout their investigation but the emphasis is obviously on the students
own work.
Students are also expected to keep up to date by using the extensive library facilities
including the internet, by reading a quality newspaper and by being generally aware of
any relevant local, national and global geographical issues.
It should be noted at time of writing this is a draft speciication so there is a small possibility
that some requirements may change slightly. AS and A Level classes are compatible in the
L6th so if students decide to drop the subject at the end of the L6th they can still sit an
A/S exam in the subject.

Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.
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GEOGRAPHY

Geography is a lexible subject that may be classiied as an Art, a Science or as a Social
Science so it combines and complements many other A level subjects. It is a very popular
Sixth
Form option and provides a broad academic base for many university courses and careers.
Geography graduates have entered a variety of professions as diverse as environmental
management, weather reporting, overseas aid work, journalism, tourism, surveying,
planning, publishing, law, teaching and banking.
The AQA AS Geography course provides a balance between both Physical and Human
Geography taught by four specialist teachers. A wide variety of topics are covered
including:
Water and carbon cycles, coasts or desert environments, globalisation and Urban
environments.
There is a ieldwork requirement for both AS or A Level Geography and consequently
students are expected to attend ieldwork days and have the opportunity to attend a
residential
course in October to Iceland.
The majority of students decide to continue their Sixth Form Geography by completing
the full A level course in the Upper Sixth. Topics taught in this inal year include: Hazards,
Cold environments, Population and environments along with an in depth study of two
contrasting places one local and one overseas. Students are expected to develop skills such
as note taking, essay writing, argument development and ieldwork techniques. Fieldwork,
extended research and writing are important skills for a geographer and consequently the
exam board requires A Level students to undertake their own an individual Geographical
investigation on a topic of their choice, related to the speciication. Students must conduct
their own ieldwork and research culminating in piece of work of approximately 4,000
words, worth 20% of the inal A Level. The Geography department supports and advises
students throughout their investigation but the emphasis is obviously on the students
own work.
Students are also expected to keep up to date by using the extensive library facilities
including the internet, by reading a quality newspaper and by being generally aware of
any relevant local, national and global geographical issues.
It should be noted at time of writing this is a draft speciication so there is a small possibility
that some requirements may change slightly. AS and A Level classes are compatible in the
L6th so if students decide to drop the subject at the end of the L6th they can still sit an
A/S exam in the subject.

Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.
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HISTORY

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A Level History (7402)
Option 1
Component 1: Breadth
Study 1D - Stuart
Britain and the Crisis of
Monarchy, 1603-1702
Component 2: Depth
Study 2H - France in
Revolution, 1774-1815
Component 3: Personal
Study- 3500 word
coursework essay.

Awarding Body: AQA
Course Title and Code
A Level History (7402)
Option 2
Component 1: Breadth
Study 1D - 1G Challenge
and Transformation:
Britain, 1851-1964
Component 2: Depth
Study 2N Revolution and
Dictatorship, Russia,
1917-1953
Component 3: Personal
Study- 3500 word
coursework essay.

At Kimbolton, we aim to create a lively and stimulating environment for the study of A
Level History. The focus is on the interchange of ideas and debate, creating a classroom
atmosphere that is both enjoyable and academically rigorous. We are proud of our record
of exam success and of how many of our students choose to continue their history
studies at university level. The castle buildings offer a wonderful backdrop to the study
of the subject and the cut and thrust of the classroom is complemented by regular ield
trips; such as Russia and France. There is also a thriving History Society with regular
speakers from leading academics on issues as from Oliver Cromwell to the Berlin Airlift.
The Department also runs extra classes for high achievers. History students at Kimbolton
enjoy their lessons and achieve excellent examination results. In 2015, 63% of candidates
gained grade A*/A at A level and 92.6% A*/ B.
We aim to use the past to build a successful future.
As the department is a very popular choice at A level, we are able to offer a range of period
options. On the British side of the course, students can study the seventeenth century,
focusing on the civil war era or the development of British democracy in the nineteenth
century. On the European side, there is a choice between French and Russian history
since 1789, particularly focusing on the impacts of the French and Russian Revolutions.
All students complete a Personal Study in the UVI. This is a major opportunity for
independent research in preparation for higher education. Each student investigates an
historical theme of their own choosing leading to a dissertation style essay of 3500 words.
History combines well across the academic spectrum to create an attractive portfolio of
qualiications. Combined with English and a modern foreign language it would provide
a good basis for an arts or languages-based degree. Many students study History with
Economics and Politics as it helps to put these subjects into their historical context.
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Teaching and learning
Pupils are prepared for three modules over the course of the year to make up the AS; two
Pure Mathematics options (Core 1 and Core 2) and an Applied module which is usually
Statistics in the Lower Sixth (and Mechanics in the Upper). Homework is an essential part
of the course and individuals are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning at an
early stage.

Awarding Body: Edexcel
Course Title and Codes
Mathematics
AS/A2 Codes
AS 8371 A2 9371
AS
Core Maths 1
Core Maths 2
Statistics 1

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is an increasingly popular option at Kimbolton, with almost half of our Sixth
Form taking it for AS, the majority of whom continue through to A2 . The course builds
on (I)GCSE by developing the pupils’ algebraic and problem-solving skills. It requires both
natural ability and a willingness to learn and practise new concepts and techniques. The
course also branches out to cover Mechanics and Statistics. These elements of the course
support many other subjects such as Physics, Economics and Geography.

A2
Core Maths 3
Core Maths 4
Mechanics 1

Support & Encouragement
Pupils will, at times, inevitably encounter problems. In these cases help is at hand via our
Help Desk. There is a teacher on hand every lunchtime to help with any problems and
give guidance to help do the weekly homework. Furthermore our Intranet site is full of
past papers, notes and exercises to help pupils when they are at home.
Exam Preparation
The reality of the exam system in the United Kingdom is that pupils are assessed on their
ability to perform in the examination room. In lessons, teachers and pupils work through
problems and review challenging concepts. The key element of the department’s success
is the close relationships that exist between the pupils and staff so that every member of
the group is known and treated as an individual.
Unit

Summary of unit content

Core Maths 1

Algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane; sequences and
series; differentiation; integration.

Core Maths 2

Algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane; sequences and
series; trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms; differentiation; integration.

Statistics 1

Mathematical models in probability and statistics; representation and summary
of data; probability; correlation and regresssion; discrete random variables;
discrete distributions; the Normal distribution.

Core Maths 3

Algebra and functions; trigonometry; exponentials and logarithms; differentiation; numerical methods.

Core Maths 4

Algebra and functions; coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane; sequences and
series;
differentiation; integration; vectors.

Mechanics 1

Mathematical models in mechanics; vectors in mechanics;
kinematics of a particle moving in a straight line;
dynamics of a particle moving in a straight line or plane;
statics of a particle; moments.
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Awarding Body: Edexcel
Course Title and Code
Further Maths 2230
AS/A2 Codes
AS 1202B / A2 2202B

Further Maths comprises
of the A level Maths
course plus
the units below:
Unit 1
Further Pure Maths
Unit 2
Further Pure Maths
Unit 3
Further Pure Maths
Unit 4
Mechanics 2
Unit 5
Mechanics 3
Unit 6
Statistics 2

Below: Trebuchet Day
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Some pupils opt for two A levels in Mathematics, the second of which is called Further
Mathematics. This is probably the most demanding of the A levels and should only
be considered by pupils who have exceptional ability and passion for the subject and
are thinking of a degree with a large Mathematical content. The course is extremely
challenging but can be immensely rewarding and satisfying. Further mathematicians
are taught in their own designated small group throughout the course to ensure
correct pace and content.
Step and University Entrance
STEP exams are set by Cambridge University and these will continue in Mathematics
for the foreseeable future. They involve a high degree of algebraic manipulation
and problem solving techniques. Any candidate who is thinking about applying to
Oxford, Cambridge or Warwick to read Mathematics or any related Oxbridge degree
that requires an entry paper in Mathematics is advised to discuss the matter with Head
of Mathematics at the earliest opportunity. Additional teaching is available for such
students.
Mathematics beyond the classroom
Our Sixth Form pupils are invited to take part in the national UK Mathematics Challenge
Senior Challenge. This is a one and a half hour multiple choice exercise that tests
logic, spatial awareness and the use of a wide variety of mathematical techniques.
The most successful participants are invited back to a further competition, The British
Mathematics Olympiad, which is a three hour paper consisting of only six demanding
questions. Only the brightest students in the country take this and from those the
International team is chosen.
Our Lower Sixth students provide support in the Kimbolton School Masterclasses which
the school offers to gifted and talented pupils in local primary schools.

MUSIC

These are Linear A Level
courses, being taught
for the irst time in 2016
At time of printing this
speciication was in draft
form only.
Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.

Kimbolton is an exciting place to be a musician, particularly for those in the Sixth
Form. Regardless of your A Level choices, there are (of course) many opportunities
to get involved as an instrumentalist or singer outside the classroom. Please see the
‘Extracurricular Music’ page for more information.
For those who want more, the Music A Level course offers rewarding insights into how
music works and the story of its evolution. Well respected by universities for demonstrating
academic rigour, organizational skills and social conidence, Music A Level combines well
with either Science or Humanities subjects. Set sizes are small, usually between 2 - 8
students, allowing us to tailor the course to your strengths and offering one on one
support.
Much of our class work is discussion based and investigative. You will learn how
composers go about their craft, understanding their techniques and how their work has
been inluenced by society. In doing so you will also develop your own skills as a composer
and learn how to write meaningfully about music. Whilst not overburdened with written
work, you should expect to take pride in perfecting your essay writing technique, as this
is ultimately how you will demonstrate your understanding.
Strong performing skills are an essential starting point, as a third of the available marks are
for a portfolio of recordings. You should have a minimum of Grade 5 in both theory and
on your instrument by the start of the course. We recognize that learning an instrument
takes hours of dedicated practice and this is relected in the amount of written work you
are set. You do not have to be studying your instrument in school, although we do have
a team of experienced specialist teachers, catering for all disciplines and styles.
Previous A Level Musicians have usually had a high proile within the school and there is
a tradition of achieving top grades in the subject. Whilst many go on to study Music at
university, others have enjoyed studying Music purely out of intellectual curiosity and for
its social dynamic.
As well as the many performing opportunities available at Kimbolton, visitors are often
struck by our superb facilities. Our spacious accommodation in the Mews Quad is well
resourced and, for many Sixth Form musicians, the Music School acts as a social hub, no
doubt helped by its proximity to the Dining Hall!
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

These are Linear A Level
courses, being taught
for the irst time in 2016

Do you:

At time of printing this
speciication was in draft
form only.

•
•

Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.

•

•
•
•

Enjoy participating in regular forms of physical activity and sporting
competition?
Want to know what it takes to be the very best in a sport on a global scale?
Want to learn more about the historical, psychological, physiological and
biomechanical factors that affect an individual’s performance?
Want to learn how to train effectively for a sport?
Think you may follow a career path in sport?
Enjoy watching and analysing sporting performance?

If your answer to the above is YES, then you will ind the A Level Physical Education
course at Kimbolton School an extremely suitable, satisfying and enjoyable course.
What is excellent about the Physical Education at Kimbolton?
The course is delivered by the PE Department who are both experienced in, and
enthusiastic towards the subject. Lessons are varied in their delivery and make the
very best use of the resources and facilities available including:
•

•
•

An outstanding array of Sporting facilities including sports hall, gymnasium,
astroturf pitch, extensive and picturesque playing ields, itness suite and
swimming pool.
Sports-based classroom with ICT access to intranet, PowerPoint delivery of
lesson material, informative wall displays and television/DVD support.
Fully resourced library with detailed information to support a wide variety of
pupil requirements within the course.

How do I get the best out of the course at Kimbolton?
•
•
•
•
•

Be prepared to get involved and put the theory into practice.
Demonstrate enthusiasm and determination.
Further your sporting talents by participating in the extra-curricular
activities available.
Have a willingness to research aspects of sport in ine detail.
Have an interest/ability in science (particularly Human Biology).

A inal word:

01480 862248
msg@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

Physical Education offers a balance to the more traditional academic subjects on offer.
It enables pupils to follow an interest in sport whilst also pursuing a fully recognised
A Level qualiication.

The Lower Sixth Physics course looks at the very exciting area of Particle Physics and
Quantum Phenomena which is an area of study that is right on the frontier of our
knowledge of the Universe. The course also builds on other aspects of GCSE Physics and
topics including Electricity, Mechanics, Materials and Waves are studied.
In the Upper Sixth there are topics on Further Mechanics and Fields which is fundamental
to all areas of Physics alongside Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an optional topic
such as Astrophysics or Medical Physics.
We will be encouraging all the Physicists to participate in a three day trip to Geneva to
visit the CERN facility and visit the LHC (Large Hadron Collider). We are also planning to
attend lectures and tours organised by Post-Doctoral Researchers from the High Energy
Physics Group and the Cavendish Laboratory at Cambridge University as well as visiting
observatories and other Physics facilities.
To study Physics in the Sixth Form you will ideally need to achieve an A or A* pass in Physics
or Science as well as Mathematics at GCSE or IGCSE. It is also strongly recommended
that students study Mathematics beyond GCSE; certainly to AS level.

Board AQA
Course Title and Code
A-level Physics
7408

PHYSICS

Physicists concern themselves with how the real world ‘works’ and how it can be quantiied.
They achieve this by producing ‘models’, such as particles, waves and ields, which are
used to explain their practical observations. These models are then reined in the light of
experimental testing.

Paper 1: Physics
topics: Measurement,
Errors, Particles, Radiation, Waves, Mechanics, Materials, Electricity (2 hour exam),
34% of A-level;
Paper 2: Physics topics: Thermal Physics,
Fields, Nuclear Physics
and Paper 1 topics (2
hour exam), 34% of
A-level;
Paper 3: Practical
skills, data analysis
and Astrophysics (2
hour exam), 32% of
A-level.

Lessons are used for a variety of activities, including note taking, discussion, practical
work and practice papers. The use of iPads is now giving access to a rapidly growing
range of apps and resources, hugely increasing the potential for independent study and
wider research.
Students are encouraged to develop an independent analytical mind and the ability to
communicate ideas clearly and luently. Thus, at this level, there is a need to be numerate
and scientiically literate. Studying Physics at A Level is very challenging but extremely
rewarding.

01480 862238

cmh@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
27

www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

POLITICS

Awarding Body: Edexcel
Course title:
Government & Politics
AS
Unit 1: 6GP01 People &
Politics
Unit 2: 6GP02 Governing
the UK
A2
Unit 3: 6GP03/3C
Representative Processes
in the USA
Unit 4: 6GP04/4C
Governing the USA

Aristotle described politics as “the
master science” because it was
through politics that society’s
priorities were ordered. It is a
challenging and dynamic subject
for Sixth Formers to study at A
level as the content can change
dramatically; it is this topicality
that makes it an exciting and
highly relevant course for students
to follow. A week is a long time in
Politics A level, you might say.
The course at Kimbolton covers
the political systems of the United
Kingdom and United States of
America. Students are encouraged
to think independently, critically
assessing both the workings of
the key political institutions and
debating contemporary political
issues. To do this well requires an
interest in, and commitment to,
reading books, periodicals such
as the Economist and broadsheet
newspapers, as well as watching
quality political and current affairs
programmes on television.
To assist students’ understanding,
enrichment and enjoyment , the
Department organises the Politics
Society with visiting speakers and
events on politics, the Mock Law
cases as well as an annual trip to
Parliament. The department also
hosts a Revision Day Conference
for A2 US Politics. For some lucky
students, participation in the
Kimbolton American exchange
allows them to visit Washington
DC and to see Congress, the White
House and the Supreme Court at
irst hand.

01480 860505
tl@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

Politics is a lively subject that
appeals to an inquiring and critical
mind and to someone who wants to
do something new and challenging
in the Sixth Form.

AS British Politics
The Prime Minister
How powerful is
David Cameron?
Is the PM becoming
more like an
American President?
What are the
implications of
coalition government
for the UK political
system?
Parliament
What is the role of an MP?
Should the House of Lords be elected?

A2 American Politics
The Presidency
How powerful is the
modern President?
How is Barack Obama
performing as President?

Congress
Congress is the most powerful legislature in the
world. Why?
How do Democrats and Republicans control the
House and Senate?

Spanish provides a gateway not only to opportunities for business, travel and friendships,
but also to a rich variety of cultures expanding across three continents and many
centuries.
Proiciency in Spanish means maximum career prospects and it says a great deal about
you to a future employer. It says that you are lexible, adaptable, culturally aware and
internationally marketable. Being luent in Spanish is, therefore, an invaluable asset
and can lead directly to careers in the business world, travel, tourism, journalism and
the media, diplomatic service and teaching. There is no doubt that you will be more
employable.

These are Linear A Level
courses, being taught
for the irst time in 2016
At time of printing this
speciication was in draft
form only.

SPANISH

Spanish is the world’s fourth most spoken language after Mandarin, Hindi and English,
and ranks second in terms of native speakers. Presently, about 350 million people speak
Spanish as their native tongue in 21 countries on four continents. When combined with
the many millions who speak Spanish where it is not an oficial language, there are some
500 million Spanish speakers worldwide. It is the irst foreign language in the USA.

Further details of these
courses are now
available. Please scan
the QR code below or
visit the School website.

Spanish is a subject that links well with ALL other AS/A Level studies and at University.
It can be studied either as the sole focus of the course or in combination with many
disciplines, such as, French, Business Studies, History, Law, Engineering etc.
The A Level Spanish course is academically rigorous, but we also aim to develop a real
enjoyment and enthusiasm of Spanish language and culture in our students.
In the Lower Sixth, students begin by consolidating language learnt previously. The
objective of the course is then to develop students’ understanding in a wide range of
topic areas; some areas are similar to GCSE, but are covered in greater depth and some
new. Students will also learn about Spanish cinema and literature. Students consolidate
the GCSE grammar and are introduced to the subjunctive.
In the Upper Sixth, students continue to study topics which bring a deeper knowledge
and understanding of aspects of Hispanic contemporary society, culture and literature.
They consolidate the use of the Subjunctive.

01480 862277

jcg@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
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EXTENSION COURSES

Community Service Unit
The Community Service Unit operates on Thursday afternoons and students participate in a variety of activities
helping out in local schools, nurseries, care homes, kennels and nurseries.
We are keen to extend the variety of placements we offer and will always try to accommodate any special requests.
Students can, of course, organise their own placements.
The main aim of the Community Service Unit is to develop a sense of social responsibility and give something back to
the local community; the contribution from our pupils is always greatly appreciated. That said, placements can also
provide excellent work experience, particularly for those considering a career in education, medicine, physiotherapy,
healthcare, social services, veterinary science or perhaps working with animals. Students develop organisational,
leadership, teamwork, problem-solving and communication skills. These are all qualities that universities and
employers are looking for.

CSU Placements include:
•
Assisting in local Nursery Schools
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

and Kindergartens
Assisting in local Primary Schools
Working with disabled children
Working with disabled adults
Sailing for the disabled
Helping out at local kennels, stables
and vets
Running Kimbolton School’s
recycling scheme
Assisting with games and music
lessons at the Prep Dept
Working at a local charity shop
Visiting the elderly
Gardening
Ofice work

www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

Membership of the CCF in the Sixth Form is open to all those pupils who have been in the CCF in the 4th and 5th
form and also to L6th formers new to the school who have preferably been members of a cadet force before coming
to Kimbolton.
The Lower Sixth year is devoted to attaining the advanced awards relevant to the three sections but is also very
much slanted towards developing teamwork skills and leadership qualities. These will count towards promotion and
be employed when training younger cadets, in the Contingent. Cadets of all sections will have the opportunity to
attend internal or externally run instructors courses which enable them to become effective teaching NCOs in the
U6th form.

EXTENSION COURSES

The Combined Cadet Force (Navy, Army and RAF)

One of the extra opportunities offered to the L6th year cadets is participation in the BTEC First, Level 2 in Public
Services, a vocational qualiication that may relect well on UCAS forms and, in future years, on further education
and job applications. Kimbolton has a ine record of passes, both at Merit level and at Distinction, and is recognised
as one of the leading establishments in this ield.
There are many opportunities for cadets to attend extra training and camps, be it a nationally organised activity,
competitions, or our own senior exercises and adventurous training. The cadet force at Kimbolton is recognised as
one of the strongest in the country offering discipline, challenges, fun, advancement and self-development.
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EXTENSION COURSES

Other options include:
Astronomy

Stars, planets and cosmology. A chance to open your eyes to the wonders of the
universe. No need for science expertise to do this.

Creative Writing

Involves learning about and enjoying the skills of creative writing. Plenty of practical
experience, creativity and the chance to take an AS if you wish.

Computer
Programming

One for wannabe programmers and designers with a course in C++. Technical,
challenging and rewarding.

KiMedia

A course for students who want to make the most of digital media devices and
computers, focussing on creativity - digital videos, animations, pictures, etc.

Cooking for Life

A practical and tasty course in culinary skills and healthy eating and cooking.

Ethical Philosophy

Is there a world beyond the physical world? Is there any such thing as life after death?
Is God a product of the human mind? From Aristotle to Dawkins to challenging traditional
views in an informed and thoughtful way.

Classics

A chance to learn about the culture and history of the Ancient world with a bit of classical
language thrown in.

Psychology

A chance to learn about the social science of psychology - how we think and how we live.

Political Thought

Learn about and discuss the major ideas in political philosophy - from Anarchism to
Fascism; from Marx to Mill.

Arts & Film

Enjoy the themes, development and variety of ilm through the ages and genres.

Business Trading

Trading stocks and shares and how markets work through a game/competition structure.

www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

There is a whole host of sporting and other activities to get involved with in the Sixth Form. The major sports are
football, hockey, netball, cricket, tennis, rounders, clay (pigeon) shooting, swimming, sailing and canoeing, where
matches against other schools are held during the year. The standard of competition is high, with Kimbolton boys
and girls going on to represent their county, region and nation in major sports. Other sports available include
aerobics, basketball, girls’ soccer, badminton, target shooting, gymnastics, dance club and weight training. There is
something for everyone and the key message is to get involved with some sporting activity to keep it and balance
the mental stresses and strains of academic work with physical exercise.
In addition to the sports’ activities and the multiple music groups, choirs and ensembles, there is a whole host of
other activities available to get involved with. The following is a selection of what is on offer:

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Sports, Music and other activities

Young Enterprise; Debating and Model United Nations; Philosophy Society; Drama and Musical
productions; History and Geography Societies; Medical Society; Christian Union; Kimboltonian
Magazine editing and production; Equestrian Club; Duke of Edinburgh Award; Literary Film Society.
As well as these regular activities during term time, there are numerous trips for Sixth Form students to enjoy during
the holidays. The American Exchange is a unique opportunity for Lower Sixth students to host an American school
student and visit the United States in the Easter break to see life in an American High School and tour the sights of
New York, Philadelphia and Washington. The History Trip to Moscow and St. Petersburg is a regular and memorable
feature of the Sixth Form calendar. The Combined Cadet Force offers camps and exercises, and individual courses
aplenty to senior cadets. Spanish trips to exotic locations of Ecuador, Cuba and Mexico are well-established. The
English Department literary tour to Edinburgh gives a close up experience of Scottish culture and history. Sports
tours, both long and short haul to Holland, Italy or Malaysia or Australia are immensely popular. The World Challenge
Expedition to Himalayas is the latest addition to the list. These examples, and the many other opportunities to
travel and broaden horizons, have a particular focus on the Sixth Form where leadership, interest and the rewarding
experience are most keenly felt.
Altogether, the extra-curricular activities and opportunities on offer for you are impressive. Getting involved in these
is a sure way of enjoying and getting the most out of your time in the Sixth Form.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

Music at Kimbolton
Music plays a central role in our lives. As consumers, we are lucky to have instant access to the world’s musical
heritage and the British music industry is one of our greatest exports. At Kimbolton, we try to encourage students
to become actively involved in making their own music, whatever their interests and aspirations. With a team of
twenty-six dedicated musicians on the staff, we offer coaching in almost every instrument and style, helping to build
skills that will enrich lives and potentially fuel a desire for a future career in music.
The Music School is a vibrant and bustling corner of the campus. Located behind the new Dining Hall, those new to
the school are encouraged to pay us a visit and check out the opportunities displayed on our notice boards. You will
ind details of our wide range of groups and ensembles catering for all tastes and abilities. Better still, please feel
free to pop into the Music Ofice and introduce yourself. There will undoubtedly be something musical to get your
teeth into, even if you have had no prior musical training.
The school year starts with an event that will see every Sixth Former on stage. The Senior House Music Competition
includes an inter-house singing evening and you will ind yourself fully immersed in making your house song come
alive. For the more experienced musicians, there are classes for group and individual performances and you are most
warmly invited to take part in this highly enjoyable competition. In the irst term you are also invited to audition for
our annual show. Recent productions include West Side Story, The King & I, Sweeney Todd, We Will Rock You and
Grease, all of which have received tremendously positive reviews from parents, staff and students in the audience.
Those involved ind themselves part of a close-knit social group and leave with many lasting memories.
Beyond these large whole-school events there is a busy programme of concerts, from huge orchestral and choral
evenings to weekly informal lunchtime concerts held in the Castle Saloon. All are welcome to participate, either as
a performer or as an interested listener supporting your friends.
Over a third of Kimbolton Students learn an instrument or take singing lessons and it is never too late to become one
of them. Regardless, it is my irm belief that absolutely everyone can sing and many ind that they can do so much
better after a few weeks of coming to choir. No audition is required, just turn up on Fridays after school!
If you have any questions about what we offer please contact the Music School on 01480 862254 or: music@
kimbolton.cambs.sch.uk. The door to the Music Ofice is always open.

www.kimbolton.cambs.
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The Physical Education Department offers an enviable array of sporting, recreational and academic opportunities to
all students opting for further study in the Sixth Form. Aspects include:
•

An emphasis on major sports like football, hockey & cricket for boys; netball, hockey and tennis for girls.

•

A busy list of competitive ixtures, practices, social events, trips and foreign tours in these major sports,
plus opportunities in other areas including swimming, girls rounders, boys tennis, cross country, athletics,
gymnastics and dance.

•

Recreational options in weekly games lessons including squash, badminton, aerobics, table tennis, softball,
volleyball and health-related itness.

•

Regular House competitions in all sporting areas.

•

Professional coaching clinics with emphasis on skill development.

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Games

Everyone gains many personal, social and physical beneits from their participation in the games offered including:
•

Leadership, organisational and team work skills.

•

A balance from the academic nature of A Level studies.

•

Opportunities to be challenged in areas of strength or weakness.

•

Attitudes of fair play and good sportsmanship.

•

Recognition for the roles played and services to school sport.

•

Improved self-esteem, awareness of abilities, encouragement and enjoyment.

With an outstanding array of sporting facilities to support them, the Kimbolton School PE and Games staff provide
expertise, enthusiasm and commitment in every sporting area. Focus is placed largely on the development of the
individual, and it is with this in mind that so many students have been able to use the school as a stepping stone to
further enjoyment and success.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

Outdoor Pursuits
The Outdoor Pursuits department offers you the opportunity to take part in various watersports during timetabled
games afternoons and as extra-curricular activities during weekends and evenings. All activities are offered throughout
the ability range from beginner to expert. The sports of Sailing and Marathon Canoeing are both strong areas with
teams that compete at high level against other schools and clubs. Activities are open to all pupils and the school is
proud to have such an extensive outdoor programme and a wealth of equipment to cater for all interests. The centre
is an RYA (Royal Yachting Association) recognised teaching establishment and BCU (British Canoe Union) afiliated
with highly qualiied and dedicated staff, enabling us to offer qualiication courses throughout the ability range.

Canoeing
This takes place on the River Great Ouse, approximately 15 minutes drive from the school, and on one of the school
lakes. We offer tuition in many canoe disciplines from general purpose kayaks and open canoes to long distance
racing kayaks. BCU Star courses are offered to 2 Star level with courses running on a regular basis.
The canoe team competes regularly in marathon races around the country, most notably the 125 mile Devizes to
Westminster canoe marathon. This takes place over Easter weekend and is a severe test of physical determination
and mental strength. Pupils prepare for this by regular training and competing in the Essex Winter Series and the
Waterside Series (hosted by Newbury Canoe Club) The canoe team are a well-respected entity within the sport and
have had many successes, such as inishing the 2012 Devizes to Westminster as second placed team and with all
crews having some fantastic individual performances, most notably irst in the Junior Women’s category. Entry into
the canoe team is open to all, regardless of ability and experience.

Sailing
The school’s extensive range of sailing dinghies is based at Grafham Water, about 10 minutes drive from the school.
Grafham Water offers some of the inest inland sailing in the country and is the host water to some of the top sailing
leets. The school offers RYA qualiication courses throughout the learning spectrum, courses run at weekends
on a regular basis throughout the academic year. Kimbolton proudly boasts a wide range of dinghies to cater for
beginners, sailors who wish to improve and more advanced sailors, from Laser Picos for the beginner, Dart 16
Catamarans, Laser 2000s and the Junior Olympic Class Boat the 29er, whatever your ability we have something for
you to experience and push to the next level.
The senior pupils have the opportunity to represent the school in the sport of sailing at events around the country
and against other schools. The team has had many successes and receives coaching during timetabled games
lessons when not competing. Pupils are also encouraged to gain instructor qualiications, once the necessary amount
of experience has been gained.

www.kimbolton.cambs.
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This takes place at Grafham Water, where pupils are taught by the school’s own outdoor pursuits instructor. Whether
a beginner or advanced, pupils are pushed to improve. The club is a popular choice among pupils due to its relaxed
and fun atmosphere. The club operates in the Summer Term on a weekly basis.

Rowing
Rowing is a popular, extra-curricular, choice at the school and, even in its formative years, is enjoying much success.
Kimbolton operates from Huntingdon Boat Club on the River Great Ouse that provides the fantastic setting and
facilities for the pupils to train and develop. Pupils are coached by the school’s BRA Coach from beginner to elite
level. The rowing squad train throughout the year and compete in Regattas and Head of the River races at various
locations.

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Windsuring

Powerboating
The School owns and operates 4 power boats as rescue, coaching and tuition craft. Pupils have the opportunity to
work towards national levels of competence, from RYA Level One (Basic Handling) to RYA Safety Boat (Rescue Boat
Driver), through the RYA courses run by RYA instructors at the school throughout the academic year.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

Young Enterprise
Young Enterprise provides a chance for Lower Sixth
students to manage their own small-scale business.
Teams appoint directors, issue shares, draw up a
business plan, conduct market research, produce
a product, organise sales, deal with the press, sign
contracts with other businesses, keep accounts,
produce an AGM and give presentations to a set of
judges.
Kimbolton has a history of success in the competition
and has reached the national inals twice. In the last
six years a Kimbolton company has won the “Best
Company in Cambridgeshire” award 5 times and
came runners up the other time. Young Enterprise
is unique to school life in allowing students a high
degree of autonomy, boosting self conidence and
learning valuable lessons. It brings out a wide variety
of skills and provides opportunities for teamwork. It can be very rewarding to develop an innovative product and see
this on sale in a high street retailer and usually boosts conidence as well as competence.
Teams meet weekly after school from 4.30- 5.45p.m. Application forms are issued at the start of the autumn term
for this very popular extra-curricular activity.

The Kimboltonian
Sixth Formers play a key role in the publication of the school magazine. Membership of the editorial team gives
students the chance to develop their writing and editing skills, to work as a team and to have a real involvement in
the production of the magazine. As well as reporting on all main areas of school life twice a year, The Kimboltonian
also includes original features, interviews and creative writing. There are also opportunities to get involved in the
design, artwork and photography of the magazine.
If you have an eye for news, have journalistic aspirations or strong writing skills, you are encouraged to join our
friendly editorial team!

The “Preparing for Citizenship Course”
In the Sixth Form, you will follow a lecture series that covers a wide
range of topics and issues that will help prepare you for university
and challenge your thinking. This includes world issues and subjects
to broaden your horizons, brought to you by visiting speakers and
staff specialists. There are also sessions on personal issues regarding
university and careers to help prepare you for life beyond school. It
is an exciting and challenging mix to take you through the Autumn
and Spring terms of both years.

Visiting Speaker: Jonathan Djanogly MP

www.kimbolton.cambs.
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Preparing to move on from school is a key part of life in the Sixth Form. Your A Level courses help this with grades
and study skills, and the ‘Preparing for Citizenship’ course in the Upper Sixth covers many issues relevant to life
post-Kimbolton.

CAREERS

Career and Higher Education Guidance

The school is a member of Futurewise, a professional and impartial career guidance service used by many
independent schools. Among the many beneits of Futurewise membership is the opportunity it gives students to
explore their regular Career Insight Events: a useful addition to any CV. Advice is also given on applying for Taster
Courses or Headstart programmes, often held at universities, that cover areas such as Medicine, Veterinary Science,
Physiotherapy, Engineering and Law.

Careers Fair
We hold the Kimbolton School Careers Fair at the end of April.
Thanks to the enthusiastic support of parents, OKs and friends of
the School, a wide range of professions are represented including
medicine, architecture, law, inance, the media, engineering and
the armed forces.
We also invite representatives from some of the most popular
universities and Gap Year providers. There is always plenty of
productive conversation, often inspiring students to consider new
areas and to conduct further research. Many work experience
opportunities have opened up as a result of the Fair over recent
years.

Applying for University
Almost all students choose to go on to Higher Education, and in March each year an evening explaining the application
process is held for Lower Sixth pupils and their parents, with a visiting speaker from a popular university – recent
visitors have been from Essex, York and Nottingham. A similar evening is arranged for those wishing to apply to
Oxford or Cambridge, with presentations by admissions tutors from both universities. Support is provided throughout
the UCAS application process.
Lower Sixth students have two UCAS Preparation days in the post-AS period in June. These consist of a full-day
university visit and an in-house UCAS Preparation Day at the end of the summer term, which includes presentations
from visiting speakers, advice on writing Personal Statements and registration with UCAS. Recent OKs often come in
to school to talk about University life.
There is also plenty of advice and information available from the Careers Room and Mrs Bates, Head of Careers.
The Careers Room is well stocked, up to date and open at all reasonable times. Mock interviews for those that need
them, and preparation courses in specialised areas such as medicine and law are also provided. Mrs Bates is always
pleased to give guidance, and every Lower Sixth form pupil is allocated a university adviser (Mrs Bates, Mrs Firby, Mr
Saunders, Mr Hamilton, Dr Blindt ) to guide them through the UCAS process.
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Recommended resources for students researching
University and Higher Education options:

Careers advice and guidance are available on:
Choice of subjects for A Level

The Times Good University Guide 2015

Choice of universities and courses

University Degree Course Offers (Brian Heap) 2015
www.ucas.ac.uk/coursesearch

Interview techniques

www.prospects.ac.uk

Guidance on CVs and Personal Statements

www.guardian.co.uk/universityguide

Gap year opportunities….and much more

www.university.which.co.uk

All resources, including prospectuses from all UK
universities, are available in the Careers Room.

University/College
Newcastle
Leeds
Exeter
Bath
Nottingham
Nottingham Trent
York
Bristol
Durham
Hull
University of East Anglia

01480 862211
ab@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
www.kimbolton.cambs.
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Completion of UCAS application forms

Total in
Last 5
Years
34
27
20
17
17
17
17
16
14
14
14

Kimbolton
Top Ten
Place
(11-15)
1st
2nd
3rd
=4th
=4th
=4th
=4th
8th
=9th
=9th
=9th

Kimbolton pupils won places at University as follows:
Bangor
Bath
Birmingham
Birmingham
Brighton
Bristol
Bristol
Cambridge
Cambridge
Cambridge
Cardiff
Chester
Coventry
Derby
Durham
East London
Essex
Exeter
Exeter
Exeter
Exeter
Exeter
Exeter
Harper Adams
Imperial, London
Keele
Kent
Kings, London
Kings, London
Lancaster
Lancaster
Leeds
Leeds
Leeds
Leeds
Leeds Beckett
Leicester
Liverpool
Liverpool
Liverpool John Moores
Loughborough
Loughborough

Sports Science
Business
English & History of Art
History & Politics
Psychology
Ancient History
English
Natural Science
Medicine
Veterinary Medicine
Computer Science
Biomedical Science
Automotive Engineering
Product Design
Business / management
Events Management
Law & Politics
English (2)
Politics (2)
Geography
Ancient History
Psychology
History
Agri-food Marketing
Biomedical Science
Accounting & Business Mgt
War Studies
Biomedical Science
Philosophy
Accounting & Finance
Business Economics
Science Foundation
History
History & Politics
Food Science
Accounting & Finance
Medicine
Criminology & Sociology
Engineering Foundation
Architecture
Architectural Engineering
Mechanical Engineering

Loughborough
Loughborough
LSE
Manchester
Manchester
Manchester
Newcastle
Newcastle
Newcastle
Newcastle
Newcastle
Northampton
Northumbria
Nottingham
Nottingham
Nottingham
Nottingham
Nottingham
Nottingham
Nottingham Trent
Oxford Brookes
Oxford Brookes
Plymouth
Portsmouth
Reading
Reading
Reading
RAU
Royal Holloway
RVC
Southampton
UCL
UCL
UCL
UEA
UEA
UEA
UEA
UEA
University of the Arts
Warwick
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Drama
Civil Engineering
Economics
Ancient History
Theology
Science Foundation
Biomedical Science
Architecture
Economics & Mathematics
Law
Marketing (2)
Primary Education
History & Politics
Philosophy
Politics
American Studies
Pharmacy (2)
Mechanical Engineering
Chemistry
Geography
Primary Education
Real Estate
Geology
Geological Hazards
Philosophy & Politics
Drama & Theatre
Management & Business
Cirencester Farm Mgt
Geography
Animal Welfare & Behaviour
Sociology with Anthropology
Maths & Physics
Medicine (2)
History
Natural Science
Medicine
Biomedicine
Pharmacy
English & Drama
Art Foundation
Mechanical Engineering

CAREERS

LEAVERS’ DESTINATIONS 2015
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DEPUTY HEAD (ACADEMIC)

From the Deputy Head (Academic) – academic life in the Sixth Form
The Sixth Form is a bridge between school and university. It is important to bear in mind the following when
thinking about the Sixth Form. Your studies will follow a new format and you will be treated differently by your
teachers and tutors. You will be given more responsibility, more independence and you will have to decide
more things for yourself about your subjects, your work, and eventually, where you wish to go when you inish
school. The Sixth Form at Kimbolton will help develop your qualiications, your experience and your character as
preparation for university and career.
The aims and principles we follow for the Sixth Form are as follows:
We aim:
•
to
•
to
•
to
•
to
•
to

enable Sixth Form pupils to achieve their highest academic potential.
encourage and develop good working practice, self-motivation, organisation and achievement.
provide a broad and balanced curriculum for pupils
provide guidance, support and encouragement for pupils from academic and pastoral staff
provide plentiful opportunities for intellectual, academic and personal enrichment

The Sixth Form is a new start and new experience for you whether you join from the Fifth Form or from another
school. It is a friendly, sociable and exciting place to study for your A Levels, offering a distinctive sixth form
experience combining strong academics with plenty of opportunities to build up your CV, enjoy social events and
gain successful entry to your chosen university or career. I hope that you ind the following pages useful when
considering your options in the Sixth Form. If you have any questions about the academic aspects of the Sixth
Form at Kimbolton, then do please contact me via the email below.
I look forward to seeing you at the Sixth Form Open evening in November. In the meantime, best of luck in your
exams and remember that the harder you work, the luckier you get.

Christopher Bates

01480 862203
cjab@kimbolton.
cambs.sch.uk
www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

•

A full explanation of the Sixth Form curriculum and the options choice process will be given at
the ‘Entering the Sixth Form’ Evening on Monday 16th November 2015.

•

Students in the Fifth Form and applicants for entry from other schools need to give serious thought as to
which three subjects will be chosen to study during the irst half of the Spring term.

•

Students should take every opportunity to discuss these choices with tutors, parents and subject
teachers and Mr Bates, the Deputy Head (Academic). In addition, the University Advisers –
Mrs Bates, Mrs Firby, Mr Saunders, Mr Hamilton and Dr Blindt – will be able to give advice on subjects
and university courses. Mrs Bates (Head of Careers) can also be consulted regarding careers.

•

The Fifth Form Parents’ & Pupils’ Evening on Wednesday 27th January 2016 provides
an opportunity for Kimbolton parents, students and teaching staff to discuss A Level prospects
and inalising decisions, in the light of results from the GCSE mock examinations.

•

A provisional decision about the three A Level subjects to be chosen must be made by Friday
12th February 2016. Students will be asked to indicate their three A Level subject options, a reserve
subject option, and Extension Course choices.

•

After this date subjects will be blocked together for timetable purposes. This will be done in
such a way as to accommodate as many requested combinations as possible. However, the
school cannot guarantee that all combinations will be available, and it is possible, if extremely
rare, that a small number of students will have to settle for their second preference A Level
subject. With Extension Courses students are asked for a rank order of choices in case some
courses become full and second preferences have to be used.

•

Any changes to students’ subject choices after this date will only be possible if they can be
accommodated within the blocked structure, and then only if set sizes allow. After the February
deadline, the range of choices available can become less lexible.

•

Once they have embarked upon their three A Level courses, students may occasionally change their
mind and seek to change one of their subjects. This should be done as soon as possible and a deadline
of the third week of the Autumn term is set for any such decisions to be made.

•

All subjects are offered on the basis that suficient numbers of pupils will opt to take them.
None can be fully guaranteed, although in recent years all options have gone ahead. Students
opting for subjects that are withdrawn owing to insuficient uptake will be asked to re-consider
their choices.

•

If any questions or problems arise, parents should contact the Deputy Head (Academic).

43

ACADEMIC LIFE

The Option Choice Process

www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

A Level Options and Course Information
Linear and Modular A Levels

Following Government reforms, the GCE Advanced Level qualiication now has two types of course –
Linear and Modular A Levels.
Linear subjects are examined at the end of the two year course with all units making up the inal mark and
grade. Linearity allows more time and space for subject exploration.
Linear A Levels are: Art, Art: Critical Contextual, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Drama, Economics,
English Lang. & Lit., English Lit., French, Geography, History, Music, Photography, Physics, PE, Spanish.
Modular subjects are broken into AS and A2 exams with AS making up 40% and A2 making up 60% of the inal
A Level mark and grade. The A2 is higher level work and more challenging academically than AS level. Pupils can
re-sit some of their AS units in the summer of the Upper Sixth year in order to maximise their inal marks and
grades but this needs to be minimised to avoid impacting on their other A Level exams.
Modular A Levels are: DT, FN, Maths, Further Maths, Politics.
Students taking linear A Level subjects will have an internal A Level standard exam in those subjects in the
second half of the L6th summer term. These are both a test of student progress and crucial in our producing
predicted grades for students’ university applications. Predicted grades are produced for all U6th A Level subjects
based on AS results or our own internal exams. Students who underperformed in a linear subject summer exam
will have a resit opportunity at the start of the Autumn term to help with their university application and grade
prediction.
The A Level Options/Exam structure for the 2016-18 Sixth Form will look like this:
February 2016
Student chooses 3
A Level subjects.
May be a mix of
linear and modular
A Level courses.

September 2016
Students begin 3 A
Level subjects.

March/April 2017
March -Mock
exams are sat in
selected modular A
Level subjects.

November Tests
take place to assess
progress in all
April - Students
subjects.
sit mock exams in
the rest of their
modular A Level
subjects.
September 2017
January 2018
May 2018
Students have
Mock exams are
Students taking
opportunity to resit sat in linear A Level modular A Level
internal exams
subjects.
subjects may resit
in linear A Level
some AS public
exam units.
subjects to assist
with predicted
grades for
university entry.
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May/June 2017
Students take
public AS exams
in their modular A
Level subjects.

Students sit internal exams in linear
A Level subjects if
not siing public
exam.
June 2018
Students sit linear
A Level public
exams – all units
– for their A Level
grade.
Students in
modular A Level
subjects sit A2
public exams to
complete their A
Level

Why has the Government changed A Levels?
The Government wants to make A Levels more demanding and to remove the ‘bitesize’ approach to A Level that
modularity supposedly produces. They also want to allow more opportunities to stretch pupils learning earlier and
allow greater depth of academic study in the L6th without exams eating into the programme of study. We are half
way through this process of reform.

Are the linear A Levels harder?
No. Pupils will have to work equally hard on either of the two types of A Level structure to get the high grades
we aim for as a school. OfQual will ensure that the number of good grades given in the linear subjects is similar
to the number of good grades given before those subjects were reformed. They have committed to ensuring a
level playing ield during the period when a mix of linear and modular subjects is being sat in the same year. The
priority for pupils is to pick the subjects they want to study over two years not the structure.

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

Some commonly asked questions about A Levels are:

Is the linear A Level worth more than a modular A Level for university applications?
No. They are worth the same in terms of grades and UCAS points.

Why has Kimbolton opted for three A Level subject choices and not four?
The demands of the new linear A Levels and focus on three subjects will allow us more teaching time with
students and continue to aim for the three excellent A Level grades that are currency for university entry. The only
exception is those students taking Further Maths.

How does the Extended Project Qualiication it into the sixth form curriculum for 2016-18?

The EPQ will be offered to pupils achieving a high number of A*/A in their GCSEs. It demands a signiicant level
of independent work outside the classroom with a light amount of supervision. The academic demands make this
suitable for those who can cope with it on top of 3 demanding A level subjects.

Entry to the Sixth Form
Sixth Form academic work is not suited to everyone and there is an entry requirement of 6 GCSE passes at C grade
or above with at least 5 graded at B. Some students who don’t quite make the entry requirement are asked to
enter a probationary period. A small number may be asked to embark on a reduced sixth form course on the basis
of their GCSE results.

Scholarships and Bursaries
Sixth Form Scholarships and Exhibitions are awarded to candidates who achieve excellent results in their GCSE
examinations and have the potential to work at the highest academic level. Governors’ Bursaries may be awarded
where there is a inancial need that would otherwise prevent a student from entering the Sixth Form. Parents
wishing to be considered for a Bursary awards should apply to the Bursar by the end of November.

Induction
After GCSE exams have been completed and prior to the summer break, all prospective Sixth Form students are
invited to the Sixth Form Induction days. This serves to introduce students to their chosen subjects and pave the
way for an eficient and smooth start to sixth form life in September. It is where the change to sixth form life really
begins and involves a mix of sample lessons, team sessions and a social event.
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A Level Options and Course Information
Making it personal
You have choices to make regarding your A level subjects and it is important that you make the right choices for
yourself and your own university and career plans. You are able to choose four A level subjects, an activity or
Extension Course for the L6th and then select your three U6th A Level courses, also with an Extension Course. We
will work to put together the best mix of courses for you for each year and look at any changes during your sixth
form career if it is the right thing to do. Remember though that any changes to courses during the year can have
implications on your inal results and prospects.

Sixth Form courses
The following subjects are available to choose from (Linear are in Bold/ Modular are in Purple):
Art (including Photography)
Art (Critical & Contextual)
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Design & Technology
Drama & Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language & Literature
English Literature
Food & Nutrition

French
Further Mathematics
Geography
History
Mathematics
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Politics
Spanish

Subject Combinations
Please note that the school cannot guarantee that a particular combination of subjects will be available. For
this reason, pupils will be asked to indicate a second choice of A level subject. Please note also that the school
reserves the right to withdraw a course if there is an insuficient take-up.
Before students make their decisions about subject choices they should read this booklet carefully and talk to
their teachers about what is involved and what speciic skills are needed to study successfully. Students must
have three important factors in mind:
•
The student must want to study the subject. In the Sixth Form, motivation is vital to success and a
subject should not be chosen because of a lack of other ideas or because friends have made that particular
choice.
•
It might be necessary to study a particular subject in order to pursue an intended career or to gain
entry to a University course.
•
The subjects chosen should combine sensibly.
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Arts/Humanities Combinations
For students considering Arts/Humanities based courses in the Sixth Form there are plenty of combinations of
subjects that will help in university applications. A modern language is useful for many university courses and
choosing complimentary subjects is a good way forward. Some recent examples are:
•
Art, DT, Maths
•
Politics, History, Economics / Business Studies,
•
History, French, Drama
•
English, Spanish, Geography

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

A Level Options and Course Information

Science Combinations
Any student wishing to pursue careers in Pure Science, Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, and
Computer Science should follow a combination of Science subjects. Typical combinations include:
•
Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics
•
Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology
•
Biology, Chemistry, Physics
•
Mathematics, Physics, Design & Technology
Further guidance on suitable course combination and requirements can be gained from the university course
advice pages in this booklet or from Mrs Bates, Head of Careers and University Applications.

Extension courses
As part of your Sixth Form curriculum we aim to provide breadth beyond your A Level subjects. You will choose an
Extension Course in the Lower and Upper Sixth that you will take on Thursday afternoon. There is a wide selection
of courses that will extend your horizons, build your CV and develop you personally. Extension courses available will
vary slightly from year to year and all subjects are offered on the basis that suficient numbers of pupils will opt to
take them. None can be fully guaranteed but the typical selection of courses available would be: CCF; CSU; Debating
& MUN; Digital Media; Cooking for Life; Creative Writing; Political Ideas; Psychology; Classics; Business Trading;
Astronomy; Arts & Film; Computer Programming; Ethical Philosophy. You will have options to take a different course
in the Lower and Upper Sixth. Some courses such as CCF and CSU can be taken for both of your Sixth Form years.
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Progression to the Upper Sixth
Just as entry to the Lower Sixth depends on GCSE performance, so progression to the Upper Sixth depends on
academic performance in the Lower Sixth. Students who fail to reach the required standard may be asked to retake
the L6th year. Lower Sixth students are tested regularly at departmental level during the year and internal exams
occur in the spring or summer in both Lower and Upper Sixth years depending on type of A Level course being
studied. The academic work done at A Level is challenging and requires hard work to be successful. Some students
who fail to meet our expectations of what is required are placed on Academic Review. This process involves close
scrutiny of that student’s effort and performance, the setting of targets, the scheduling of extra work sessions,
parental-school coordination and, ultimately, the consideration of the student’s future position in the Sixth Form.
This is a rare and exceptional process. The vast majority of students pursue their studies through both years in a
positive, energetic and successful fashion.

Academic Support
The Academic Support Department works in partnership across the school with staff, students and parents.
Our work is designed to support students in all aspects of learning and to ensure they are able to reach their full
potential, using effective study skills and revision techniques. We also offer advice on some of the best apps and
IT resources that can support learning. Our support can be given as one-to-one timetabled lessons on a weekly
basis for a term or more, or more informally as a ‘drop in session’ on a needs-must basis or as part of ‘help desk
homework clubs’ after school.
Our work at the Senior School includes the following:
•

Assessments to identify a student’s preferred learning style so they can use this to the full in class.

•

Support for students who ind writing with a pen may not be their preferred way of working in school.
This can include an assessment to determine if a laptop would be a more effective and eficient writing tool.

•

Advice on note taking, précis, use of bullet points, diagrams and mind maps.

•

Advice on essay structure, collating notes, making summaries at the end of a topic.

•

Advice on exams - revision technique and the most effective ways to revise, how to answer questions
accurately and how to allocate time effectively in the exam.

•

Assessment for extra time in cases where staff and a student feels that slow writing, reading or
processing speed is impacting negatively on their ability to produce their best in timed exam conditions.

•

Support for students and staff about best educational practice and advice to ensure that students with a
dyslexic or other speciic learning dificulty are not disadvantaged and achieve their full potential at school.
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Exam Results
Whichever subjects you choose to study in the Sixth Form the key objective is to gain the best grades possible to
help you get into the degree course or career of your choice. Results at Kimbolton have been very good in recent
years as a result of hard work by pupils and staff. In the past three years the Sixth Form have averaged above 50%
at A* or A grade and over 77% A* to B in their A Level exams. The aim for each student is to achieve the best
possible result in each subject taken.
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A Level Results 2015

Art (& Photography)
Art: Critical & Contextual
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Design & Technology
Drama & Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language & Literature
English Literature
French
Geography
History
Home Economics
Mathematics
Music
Further Mathematics
Physical Education
Physics
Politics
Spanish
Total candidates achieving grade
Percentage of candidates
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A*
0
0
5
0
3
3
0
4
0
2
0
2
8
0
10
0
2
0
3
6
0

A
2
2
10
5
7
2
1
3
2
4
1
5
9
1
17
0
1
0
1
13
0

GRADES
B
C
3
3
0
1
6
3
4
5
8
2
3
2
6
0
2
1
2
3
8
1
0
1
15
5
8
2
4
2
8
3
0
0
2
0
1
0
4
0
7
2
0
0

A*

A

B

C

D

E

48

86

91

36

21

5

16.6

29.8

31.5

12.5

7.3

1.7

D
4
0
2
0
4
2
1
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
1
0
0
1
3
0
0

E
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0

A*/A

A*/B
5
2
21
9
18
8
7
9
4
14
1
22
25
5
35
0
5
1
8
26
0

Pass
12
3
27
14
25
12
8
10
7
15
2
31
27
7
40
0
5
3
11
28
0

A*/A
16.7
66.7
55.6
35.7
40.0
41.7
12.5
70.0
28.6
40.0
50.0
22.6
63.0
14.3
67.5
N/A
60.0
0.0
36.4
67.9
N/A

A*/B
41.7
66.7
77.8
33.3
72.0
66.7
87.5
90.0
57.1
93.3
50.0
71.0
92.6
71.4
87.5
N/A
90.0
33.3
72.7
92.9
N/A

Pass
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
87.5
100
N/A
97.6
100
100
100
N/A

National 2015
%A*/B
57
58
51
42
59
41
47
60
48
48
67
57
56
41
64
N/A
76
36
53
56
67

3 Year Averages

National 2015

134

225

287

A*/B

Pass

% A*/B

46.4

77.9

99.3

77.6

99.6

53
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A*/A
2
2
15
5
10
5
1
7
2
6
1
7
17
1
27
0
3
0
4
19
0

3 Year Averages
A*/B
Pass
64.7
100.0
71.4
100.0
71.0
100.0
61.9
100.0
74.1
100.0
71.9
100.0
87.5
100.0
83.3
100.0
70.8
100.0
91.7
100.0
75.0
100.0
70.2
100.0
83.5
100.0
57.1
92.9
87.5
99.2
100.0
100.0
85.7
95.2
40.0
100.0
61.8
100.0
92.2
100.0
60.0
100.0
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PUPIL PROFILES

Rebecca joined Kimbolton from Hinchingbrooke School in the Sixth
Form. Studying Economics, Maths, Further Maths and Physics she
soon realised her academic potential with some wonderful results
at AS and is hoping to fulil her ambition of reading economics at
Cambridge. Rebecca has taken full advantage of the opportunities
available in the Sixth Form, ranging from the Bank of England Target
2.0 Competition to the Maths’ Team Challenge and Physics’ Challenge,
as well as being highly commended in the Royal Economic Society
Essay Competition. She comments, “Kimbolton is special because
of the outstanding teachers, the warm and friendly atmosphere and
the opportunities for extra-curricular activities. Without the support of
my teachers, I wouldn’t have achieved an average of 99.0% across
AS exams. At Kimbolton, I feel I am treated as a person rather than
a number. I would not have imagined that, within a few weeks of
joining, I was going to be presenting a speech to Bank of England
staff as part of the Target 2.0 competition.”
Matt is a Gown Prefect and an integral part of First XI Football as
Vice-Captain. He is also completing his Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Award. Matt studies Maths, Art, Design Technology and Physics and
is hoping to develop his creative and technical skills by studying Film
Studies at university. He comments, “Kimbolton Sixth Form is special
to me because it lets me expand my horizons with lots of sport, extracurricular activities and amazing trips. When you are a Sixth Form
pupil at Kimbolton you get a lot of freedom and lexibility, which I really
enjoy. I also like how the teaching at Kimbolton School is visionary
and isn’t only about examinations but also about progressing into the
future.”

Matthew Greenland and Rebecca Heath

A talented sportswoman and a Gown Prefect, Natalie is Captain of
Hockey and also represents the school in netball and tennis. One
of her key leadership roles was as a captain of the Sports’ Tour in
2015 to the United States and Canada. She is also completing her
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. Studying Geography, Economics
and PE, Natalie is applying for a Business course at university. She
writes, “My time in Kimbolton Sixth form has provided an excellent
balance between academic studies in beautiful surroundings, with
many extra-curricular opportunities such as trips to Iceland and
sports tours to Malaysia and the West Coast of America.”
Rob is totally immersed in the life of the school, be it as Captain of
Football or fully involved in the Young Enterprise Scheme, the Duke of
Edinburgh Award or Community Service. Rob holds a major position
of responsibility as a Gown Prefect and wants to read Geography at
university. He writes, “My irst year of sixth form was my favourite
so far. I found that I was given more responsibility as I was now at
the top of the school. Sports are a big part of my school life, but I’ve
also enjoyed my lessons as they have been in smaller classes with
attention focused on each student. I found that I had more work to do
but the work I was doing was interesting so I didn’t mind.”
www.kimbolton.cambs.
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Natalie Gaunt and Robert Holmes

Ellen Bowers and Marco Yu

PUPIL PROFILES

Marco is Head of the Boys’ Boarding House, Kimbolton House.
Marco enjoys sports and represents the school in football and
tennis as well as being Financial Director of his Young Enterprise
Company. Studying Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics and Further
Mathematics, he is a keen member of the Medical Society which
has helped focus his desire to read Medicine. Marco comments,
“The Sixth Form at Kimbolton has been crucial to becoming who
I am today; teachers offer excellent academic support and help
provide the opportunities to pursue a medical career in the future.
Boarding has made me a more independent person and I have
enjoyed taking initiatives to help younger members of the House.”
Ellen joined the school in the Sixth Form from Wellingborough
School as a boarder and has since been appointed Head of White
House, the girls’ boarding house. She enjoys rounders and is
heavily involved in Community Service, helping in a home for
disabled adults and at a local nursery. Studying Art, Art Critical
and Contextual and English Literature, she intends to study Art
History at university. She comments, “Kimbolton Sixth form has
provided me with a wide range of opportunities, which has helped
me to achieve success to the very best of my ability. I couldn’t be
more grateful for the rewarding experience I have been given by
both teachers and peers.”

Charlie is Head of CCF. Studying Economics, Business Studies and
PE, he intends to read Accountancy and Finance at university. He
enjoys outdoor pursuits and has completed the arduous 125 mile
Devizes to Westminster Canoe Race, as well as representing the
school at 2nd XI football. He has also developed his leadership
skills as part of the ICAEW BASE (Business, Accounting and Skills
Education) Competition. Charlie comments, “The Sixth form at
Kimbolton provides so many great opportunities to get involved,
allowing me to pursue all of my interests outside of the classroom,
both academic and extra-curricular, in the form of competitions,
societies, trips and sport.”

Charlie Hanson and Kayla Englebrecht

With some excellent GCSE and AS results, Kayla aims to read Natural
Science at university following her A levels in Maths, Biology and,
Chemistry. As well as her role as an Ingrams’ Prefect, Kayla is
Ist team netball captain and a platoon leader in the CCF. She
writes,”Kimbolton is special to me because it provides an endless
amount of opportunities, both academic and extra-curricular, which
has helped me to really develop myself and my skills for the future.
I have loved sixth form because of the small class sizes which
allow you to build close relationships with fellow pupils. I have
made an endless amount of memories, in particular on school trips
such as Sri Lanka and the America Tour.”
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Harriet Woodman and Clifford Robinson

PUPIL PROFILES

Clifford is a very busy student. His list of extra-curricular
involvements is impressive, including being part of the highly
successful school Debating Team where he has competed in the
Model United Nations’ events and won through to the national
inals of the European Youth Parliament as well as playing in the
school orchestra and completing his silver Duke of Edinburgh
Award. Clifford, an Ingrams’ Prefect, studies Maths, Further
Maths, Chemistry and Physics and is keen to read Chemistry
at undergraduate level. He writes, “Kimbolton Sixth form is the
perfect place to take A-levels. Not only is there plenty of support
when needed, the atmosphere and opportunities available to sixth
formers have really enriched my experience at the school. The
school is great at offering a wide range of activities on top of the
excellent teaching by our teachers, making sixth formers wellrounded people. “
Harriet holds a major position of responsibility as a Gown Prefect
as well as being a member of the Senior Choir and a lautist in the School Orchestra. Keen to spread her cultural
horizons, Harriet particularly enjoyed participating in the annual American Exchange with Bridgewater-Raritan High
School in New Jersey. A talented academic, who studied French, Maths , Physics and History in the Lower Sixth, Harriet
is keen to develop her interest in languages by reading French and Italian at undergraduate level. Harriet has very
much enjoyed her time at Kimbolton commenting particularly on the , “ level of interaction between the Lower Sixth
and Upper Sixth which really adds to the Kimbolton feeling of family.”
Harry Knowlton and Lucy Napier

Head Girl, Lucy, hopes to study Geography at university after
studying Geography, Physical Education and Business Studies at
A level. Lucy has thrown herself into many aspects of school life,
especially sport, where not only is she Captain of Tennis but also
plays hockey and netball at irst team level. She has also gained
hands- on business experience with her company Phoenix in
the Young Enterprise Scheme. Lucy writes, “Kimbolton Sixth
Form has, so far, been the best school years of my life. The wide
variety of extra-curricular activities is a huge bonus because I
love my sport and you will always ind me not far from a netball
court. The sport varies from on a hockey pitch to a shooting
range, meaning the sixth form can accommodate many different
interests. Everyone gets on so well, making the whole sixth form
experience a pleasant one.”
Harry is Head Boy. He has made varied and productive
contributions to extra-curricular activities, including the Chamber
Choir, the Charities committee, Finance Director of a Young Enterprise company and First Team hockey. He even
managed time as a candidate in the school Mock Election. Studying Maths, Politics and History, he intends to study
Politics and Economics at university. Harry writes, “During my time in Kimbolton School’s Sixth Form I’ve experienced
new opportunities which have opened my eyes to the possibilities in the future. There is a deeper focus on the subjects
that I enjoy most compared with previously, and even outside the lessons my teachers spend a lot of their time helping
and creating new openings for me. During this key period, Kimbolton places a strong emphasis on supporting you with
careers and university guidance, helping in your decisions beyond school.”
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OLD KIMBOLTONIANS

Old Kimboltonians
Leaving school may be a pleasure for some and a sad occasion for others but it is always signiicant. Having spent
two years in the Sixth Form you will be part of a close-knit year group that will stay with you for the rest of your
life, the class of 2018. This is a result of the highly active nature of Sixth Form life with a huge range of activities,
trips and social events that bring you together. The OKs organisation is very active and reunions occur annually on
OK days and at other times. Kimbolton School has a remarkable spirit amongst its leavers that is highly valued by
those walking through the Gatehouse for the last time and returning in later years.

More Information
You can ind out more about the exciting opportunities open for you in the Sixth Form by reading the school
prospectus; visiting the school website for news, activities and subject areas, or by visiting the school to meet the
Headmaster and the Head of Sixth Form.

55

www.kimbolton.cambs.
sch.uk

Kimbolton School, Kimbolton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 0EA
Tel: 01480 860505 Fax: 01480 860386
www.kimbolton.cambs.sch.uk

