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Spaldwick Fete 2012�

Well after months of planning the day had arrived. 3 years in a row we had 

been lucky with the weather, would we make it 

4?........................unfortunately not and as the Spaldwick Social Group stood 

in the playground at 7am, and a band of helpers from around the village 

started to drift towards the school in their wellies and full rain gear, the 

question on everyone’s mind was do we really want to hold an outside event 

in the rain? After much deliberating and discussing the options it soon be-

came apparent that if we didn’t hold it on the 14
th

 then we wouldn’t be able 

to hold it at all, so the decision was to go for it!! I have to say that this was 

more to do with double trouble (Lisa and Lucy) and their persuasive atti-

tudes than my keenness to remain wet through for 10 hours.�

Unfortunately as we all know it was not just a recent spell of inclement 

weather…..it had been raining for most of the preceding month and the 

ground was waterlogged. Lisa Hunter had met with Miss Prior on Friday and 

held a pitch inspection (not quite football league, but along the same lines) 

and the decision was bleak. The field where we traditionally held most of the 

events was unusable and we would need to hastily relocate the entire fete 

onto the playground or in the school.�

Heads together for a fast change of location for the stalls and a few calls 

later to cancel some of the performers (Sadly this included an Archery Dis-

play from Hinchinbrook Archery Club, the Spaldwick Maypole Team, Junior 

McDougald and his charity “Sports Connections Foundation” Pro Kick Chal-

lenge Goal) we were ready to go.�

This is the magic part………………………….the SSG and associated friends own 

around 7 marquees and each year we struggle to see how we will cover the 

stalls (in the past this was to provide shelter from the blazing sun) now we 

had a problem as we really needed shelter. Well in true Spaldwick style the 

marquees started arriving from all over the village and we ended up with 20 

marquees all erected on the playground and stalls in place a scarce 20 min-

utes before the official opening time. 

Had the rain stopped? Not a drop, but spirits remained high and with 10 

minutes to go, we evacuated the playground for a safety check. �
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10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 “The Spaldwick fete is now open “ said Spald-

wick queen Olivia Sturdy and the crowds rushed in. Actually this was the 

surprise of the day, as with the weather looking like it was going to stay 

with rain most of the day “the Spaldwick Faithfull” turned up anyway.�

We had we had a number of guest stands including Bejazzled, Model Car 

Parties and Alconbury Stage Stars, this wonderful bunch together with 

our very own favourite shop “No.12”, Escape Youth Group, Playtimes, 

FOSS, S-Club, the Spaldwick Gardening Club and many many more came 

together to make the day a treat for the whole community. Due to the 

cancellation of the Kimbolton fayre, we were fortunate to have 2 beauti-

ful restored Healeys for the day and we have been assured they will be 

back with friends next year.�

Tea and cakes lost their usual spot near to the BBQ and used the com-

munity room kitchen to provide a base. It was a fraction quieter for 

them than in the past, but everything is relative and they were certainly 

kept on their toes all day. The School hall was a great mass of people 

spending time catching up with friends and sampling the best cakes 

available anywhere and we were lucky to have the recently restored bier 

on hand to provide a centre point inside. �

 Dare I say there was a steady stream!!!! of people arriving all day and 

when the final entries were counted, we were less than 100 people 

down on previous years with over 650 people coming to the event. I 

think this is astounding when you think just how wet it really was for 

much of the day, so well done the hardy souls of Spaldwick and the sur-

rounding villages as we saw plenty of guests from Huntingdon, Ellington, 

Easton, Grafham and Stow Longa to name but a few.�

Personally I was incredibly proud of the young people of the village as 

they manned a lot of stands at the fete including Golf putting, ball in a 

bottle, magic boxes, The “21” campaign and gave up their time to run 

stalls and raise money for others. 

Despite the weather you can see from the simply amazing photos on the 

Spaldwick Village website “a massive thank you to Mark Heath for both 

the website and the photos” that there were plenty of smiling faces  �
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I will try to provide a more detailed breakdown, but the event raised more than £3,000 

which after we have covered expenses will go to different groups within the village. I will 

give you all a more detailed update on where some of the money has gone to in the next 

few months�

This year was our first attempt at an evening event and to get things started we 

first had to move the tented village, to face the bandstand ready for a night of 

live music.  The Free Hog roast had been cooking all day under the careful atten-

tion of Chef Trevor and was positioned behind the bar ready for the rush. Those 

of us that could grab a few minutes between the fete ending at 4pm, breaking 

down the fete by 5:30, getting things ready for the evening 6:15 – shower dress 

and back to the school (15 minutes) and getting ready for the evening were the 

lucky ones. I know of a few people that never even left the site!!�

When we decided to hold our first evening event the SSG guessed at 100 to 150 

people, well with the rain who knew what would happen……………..250 people 

arrived and the night was on.�

The damp conditions could not spoil the fun and for me the great part of the 

night was seeing all our children laughing and enjoying themselves soaked to 

the skin, running through puddles and making the best of the time together.�

The hog roast was beautifully cooked and No12 supplied its excellent potato 

salad and coleslaw, together with other goodies. The bar was constantly busy all 

night with great beer, great wine and even greater conversation and who could 

not be impressed with the live band. Our very own group of talented guys, not 

only gave us a night to remember with many classics, had also been highly in-

volved all day at the fete. �

This just leaves me to say a massive thank you to all of the Spaldwick Social 

Group who worked hard to put the event together, the people from Spaldwick 

who arrived to help in the morning and the evening, all the stand holders that 

helped make the day, the band for a great night, the evening team for all their 

work and last but not least all of you that turned up and supported the day. 

Spaldwick…..it has been emotional. 

Gavin Lessing-Caller   Spaldwick Social Group    

(If you would like to join us give me a call on 896143 or 07785 392568)�
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